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ON THE JOURNEY 
10 ways to love 

1. Promise without forgetting.  (Proverbs 13:12) 

2. Answer without arguing.  (Proverbs 17:11) 

3. Listen without interrupting.  (Proverbs 18) 

4. Give without sparing.  (Proverbs 21:26) 

5. Trust without wavering.  (1 Corinthians 13:7) 

6. Share without pretending.  (Ephesians 4:15) 

7. Enjoy without complaint.  (Philippians 2:14) 

8. Pray without ceasing.  (Colossians 1:9) 

9. Forgive without punishing.  (Colossians 3:13) 

10. Speak without accusing.  (James 1:19) 

What a challenge!  If we do these, we could bring a bit of heaven to our broken world.  Who says the Bible is outdated?  
Just something to think on.   
                                                                                                                                          Submitted by Patti Miller 
 

CALENDAR 

Wed 7/26 5:00 pm Outreach Commission 

Sun 7/30 9:00 am Kent Preaching 

 6:00 pm MYF 

Mon 7/31 7:00 pm Ladies Exercise 

Tues 8/1 6:00 pm Discipling Commission 

 6:30 pm Food Pantry Advisory Board 

 7:00 pm Music Practice 

Thurs 8/3 6:30 pm Board 

Fri 8/4 6:00 pm Ladies Night In  

Sun 8/6 9:00 am Kent Preaching 

 12:00 pm Fellowship Hall Reserved 

 6:00 pm MYF 

Mon 8/7 5:00 pm POPS Advisory Board 

 7:00 pm Ladies Exercise 

Tues 8/8 7:00 pm Music Practice 

Thurs 8/10 9:00 am First Mennonite Women 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

July/August Birthdays 

Nick Blough 30 

Katie  Mullet 30 

Mike Oesch 1 

Don Miller 2 

Don Ritchie 4 

Ernie Mullet 5 

Dale Kauffman 6 

Ed Outman 8 

Randy Bontrager 13 

Brad Miller 14 

Rhea Miller 14 

Sue Bontrager 15 

Kent Miller 16 

Sheila Hostetler 17 

Tom Miller 17 

Our mission is to extend grace, build 

peace, and share love within and 

beyond our faith community. 
 

Administrative Assistant Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday 9:00am-2:00pm  

(Kent’s daily schedule varies; you may want to call 
ahead.) 

Closed Friday.  
 

 

 

 

 All newsletter submissions need to be in to 
Maribeth by noon on Tuesday.   
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Ward Bingaman 21 

Joe Keller 21 

Audrey Graber 24 

Tillie Schrock 24 

Nora Mullet 25 

Brandon Hartzler 28 

Kent Birky 30 

WORSHIP 
Looking Ahead: “Five words… Five words given to Brian 
Zahnd when he prayed; ‘Jesus, tell me what to say.’ Five 
words that became signposts to lead him out the dead-
end cul-de-sac he felt stuck in. Five words that when 
put together became a kind of ‘transformation process 
for turning watered down Americanized Christianity 
into the robust wine of revolutionary Christianity.”  This 
week will look at the second word ‘Mystery.’ 
Background scriptures: Ephesians 3, 5, 6:18-20; 
Colossians 1:24-29 
 
Coffee Prep Volunteers 
This Sunday:   Jay Christner 
Next Sunday:   Dave Graber 
 
Worship Commission met on July 17.  July and August 
schedules were looked at.  Kent will be on vacation at 
the end of August, so he will be gone August 27 and 
September 3.  The Board gave our commission the 
authority to make the decision on church/Sunday 
school start time.  Starting September 3, church will 
start at 9:30.   There will not be Sunday school that day, 
however it will follow the service on the days when 
there is.  We will try this through February then re-
evaluate.  We felt that this may make winter driving to 
church a little bit easier.  The “theme” for the 17/18 
church year for our congregation is: “The wonder of 
God’s pursuit of us….”.  We are starting to think about 
what type of special music there could be for the 
Advent Season.  We also want to continue to use the 
children/youth in our worship services through-out the 
year. 
 
A word from the Board:  We have much work to do as a 
congregation in developing understanding, reaction and 
position as a result of the adoption of the “Renewing a 
Vision” proposal presented by Conference Leadership at 
the June Indiana/Michigan Conference session.  The 
board will present a plan for processing this important 
issue.  The Search Committee will be restarted after the 
current candidate accepted another position. 

2017/2018 budget is being prepared. Over 600 
gathered for the” Future Church Summit” at MCUSA 
Convention. Keep an eye on various periodicals and 
newsletters for details on the Convention activities.   

ADMINISTRATION  
Stewardship Report for July 23: 
Money Given to Budget $6,025.00 
Amount Needed Weekly for Budget $5,526.92  
Year-to-date Money Given to Budget $277,994.32 
Amount Needed Year-to-Date for Budget $259,765.24 
 
The Administration Commission met in July and heard 
updates on our attendance and financials.  Average 
attendance is 126.  We continue to be ahead of budget 
in giving and behind in expenses.  Commissions are 
being asked to work on budgets for next year.  We are 
working to get estimates on taking down the old food 
pantry building.  We plan to give congregational 
members an opportunity to get things out of the house 
prior to demolition.  We are also working at facility 
rental guidelines for CR 16.  We approved money for 
Community Life to purchase a defibrillator. 

COMMUNITY LIFE  
The Women of Joy Conference is coming to 
Indianapolis on August 11 & 12 at the Bankers Life 
Fieldhouse.  Call Phil Waldrep Ministries at 1-800-
374-1550 if interested. 
 
MDC Goldenrod has an urgent need for Direct 
Support Professionals to work overnight and 
weekends. Work part-time or full-time with 
benefits. For more information, call MDC 
Goldenrod at 574-533-9720 or visit us online at 
www.MDCGoldenrod.org. 
 
Save the date!  Elkhart County CROP Hunger Walk 
will be held on Sunday, October 1st.  There is info 
posted on the bulletin board in the hallway if you 
are interested. 

DISCIPLING 
On Saturday the MYF will be working at the dairy barn 

2. This is a fundraiser for the youth.  If you signed up to 

work, you will need to show up 15 minutes before the 

start of your shift. 

http://www.mdcgoldenrod.org/
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OUTREACH   

First Mennonite Women’s project for August is MCC 
school kits.  Items needed for each kit are 4 spiral or 
perforated notebooks (8 1/2x10 ½ 70 sheets), 8 
unsharpened pencils, 1 ruler (flat, flexible plastic 
w/both 30 cm and 12 in), 12 colored pencils (in 
packaging), and 1 large pencil eraser.  Carol Honderich 
will have devotions at the August 10th meeting.  She will 
discuss how she came about making a quilt based on 
the women of the Bible. 
 
Have you ever considered visiting at the Elkhart 
County Jail? We all occasionally know someone who is 
incarcerated, and with volunteer status, men may visit 
men, and women may visit women in person. You 
would need to go through an orientation at the county 
jail, once every 2 years to stay active. The next two 
orientations are August 3 and September 11, both from 
5:00-6:00 PM at the county jail. No preregistration is 
necessary, and they will do a background check prior to 
being approved. Feel free to check with Pastor Kent if 
you have further questions. 
 
Advanced Spiritual Guidance Seminar. Anabaptist 
Mennonite Biblical Seminary’s yearlong supervised 
program in spiritual guidance is for people who offer 
spiritual direction and wish to enhance their skills. It will 
be offered in a hybrid format. Online work begins Aug. 
14, 2017. On-campus dates are Sept. 11–12, 2017, and 
April 23–25, 2018, in Elkhart, Indiana. 
www.ambs.edu/lifelong-learning/advanced-spiritual-
guidance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


