
1 | P a g e  
 

LIFE @ FIRST  
 

VOLUME 10, ISSUE 33 AUGUST 30, 2017 

ON THE JOURNEY   

    I don’t know if you are keeping track, but several of my “On the Journey” articles this year have been taken from a 
devotional written by Timothy Keller.  This one as well is based on a Psalms that describes the days we live in and 
probably many of our ancestors would have described the age they lived in.  This devotional is taken from the Psalms. 
   Psalms 36:1-4:  1 I have a message from God in my heart concerning the sinfulness of the wicked.  There is no fear of 
God before their eyes.  2 In their own eyes they flatter themselves too much to detect or hate their sin.  3 The words of 
their mouths are wicked and deceitful; they fail to act wisely or do good.  4 Even on their beds they plot evil; they commit 
themselves to a sinful course and do not reject what is wrong. 
   An Anatomy of a sin:  Fearing God (verse 1) is not mere belief in him.  It is to be so filled with joyful awe before the 
magnificence of God that we tremble at the privilege of knowing, serving and pleasing him.  Sin shrugs at God.  Its 
essence is failing to believe not that he exists but that he matters.  This attitude is deadly.  Fear of God and self-
understanding grow or diminish together.  Indifference toward God is a form of self-conceit (verse 2) and self-deception 
(verse 2).  To feel no need for God is to be out of touch with reality-such people have “ceased to be wise” (verse 3).  What 
starts as mere overconfidence can grow into dishonesty and cruelty (verse 4).  Sin is spiritual cancer.  
   Prayer:  Lord, I confess the foolishness of my thought life.  Even when I am able to avoid overt thoughts of resentment, 
fear, and lust, my mind still does not fix itself on the most worthy and beautiful things, and on you.  Get glory in my eyes, 
Lord, and incline my heart to yourself.  Amen.  
    This devotional struck me for several reasons.  First I can easily identify with the prayer that when I do avoid 
destructive thoughts, I still don’t fix my thoughts on the most worthy and beautiful things and on God.  I get all wrapped 
up on just the things that concern me the most and what I want and desire.  Second I think the commentary does 
describe the age we live in where many people just shrug their shoulders at God as if He doesn’t really matter.  What 
does my life demonstrate?  Does God matter or not?  Can my neighbors or my co-workers tell that God matters to me?  
We can have a powerful effect on those around us by living our lives for Jesus and showing them we care in a genuine 
way.  I see many examples of that in our church but I don’t want to let that caring attitude get away from us like it has 
for many in our culture.  Let us fix our eyes on Jesus the author and perfector of our faith, who for the joy set before him 
endured the cross.                                              Blessings, Dean Miller

CALENDAR 

Sun 9/3 9:30 am Eugene Bontrager Preaching 

 6:00 pm MYF 

Mon 9/4  Office Closed 

 5:00 pm POPS Advisory Board 

 7:00 pm Ladies Exercise 

Tues 9/5 6:00 pm Discipling Commission 

 6:30 pm Food Pantry Advisory Board 

 7:00 pm Music Practice 

Wed 9/6 9:00 am Moms In Touch 

Fri 9/8 6:00 pm Ladies Night In 

Sun 9/10 9:30 am Kent Preaching 

 6:00 pm MYF 

Mon 9/11  Health Department 

 7:00 pm Ladies Exercise 

Tues 9/12 7:00 pm Music Practice 

Wed 9/13 9:00 am Moms In Touch 

 

 

 

 

 

*Copies of the newsletter are available on the shelf 

outside of the Sanctuary. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

August/September 

Kent Birky 30 

Jan Yoder 01 

Stan Shriner 02 

Daniel Graber 03 

Our mission is to extend grace, build 

peace, and share love within and 

beyond our faith community. 
 

Administrative Assistant Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday 9:00am-2:00pm  

(Kent’s daily schedule varies; you may want to call 
ahead.) 

Closed Friday.  
 

 

 

 

 All newsletter submissions need to be in to 
Maribeth by noon on Tuesday.   
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Mary Ropp 04 

Dave (Jan) Yoder 07 

Nicole Frye 08 

Alfred Kauffman 09 

Jim Pletcher 10 

Kerry Frye 12 

Dora Graber 12 

Lydia Frey 13 

Chris Wingard 13 

Nancy Bontreger 15 

Brian Mullet 15 

Al Miller 19 

Steve Bontrager 20 

Jean Shriner 22 

Connie Beachy 24 

Kris Bontrager 26 

Arlene Schrock 27 

Patty (Ron) Yoder 27 

Fanny Weirich 28 

Carolyn Miller 30 

WORSHIP 
Looking Ahead: Eugene Bontrager will be preaching this 
Sunday.  Sermon title is "Where do you stand?" 
Background scriptures: II Thessalonians 2: 13-15 
 
Coffee Prep Volunteers 
This Sunday:   Dave Graber 
Next Sunday:   Kris Bontrager 
 
THIS SUNDAY, church will start at 9:30.  This is on a 
trial basis through February. There also will not be any 
Sunday school. 
 
The office will be closed Monday, September 4th. 
  
Kent is on vacation through September 5th. 
 
The Fall Congregational Meeting is scheduled for 
September 20th at 7:00 pm. 
 
The search committee is continuing the task of looking 
for a part time "Pastor of Youth and Faith Formation".  
We are currently working on preparing "WANTED" 
notices to be posted at the seminary and several local 
colleges (Goshen College, Bethel College, and Grace 
College).  If anyone knows of someone who might be 
looking for this half time position, please let one of the 

search committee members know!  We would 
appreciate your prayers as we continue our work. 
Search committee members:  Tina Frye, Michelle 
Mullet, Janelle Walther, Dave (Patti) Yoder, Grace 
Rheinheimer, Bernie Miller, Pastor Kent Miller 

ADMINISTRATION  
Stewardship Report for August 27: 
Money Given to Budget $7,277.00 
Amount Needed Weekly for Budget $5,526.92  
Year-to-date Money Given to Budget $311,438.32 
Amount Needed Year-to-Date for Budget $287,399.84 

COMMUNITY LIFE  
Wednesday Evening Meals will begin for this next 
year on September 20th.  Please look for the sign-
up sheet posted on the bulletin board if you are 
willing to organize a meal this fall. 
 
Save the date!  Elkhart County CROP Hunger Walk 
will be held on Sunday, October 1st.  There is info 
posted on the bulletin board in the hallway if you 
are interested. 
 
Come and enjoy a cappella singing of familiar 
hymns under a tent on the Menno-Hof lawn in 
Shipshewana, on Sunday, Sept. 10, 5 p.m. Bring 
lawn chairs for seating. There will be ice cream and 
pretzels following the singing. Rain location: 
Farmstead Inn pavilion. 
 
Merle Mullet would like to say thank you for all the 
prayers, visits and phone calls. Nora also thanks 
everyone for all the birthday cards and wishes she 
received. First Mennonite is very caring and we 
appreciate everyone very much. 
 
On Tuesday, Sept.12th at 1:00 p.m. 
Sauder Concert Hall, Music Center 
The Life of J. Lawrence Burkholder from the 
Children: Myrna Burkholder and Janet and Lauren 
Friesen will reflect on experiences with their father 
and father-in-law, J. Lawrence Burkholder and his 
wife Harriet. Lawrence’s faith led to a pastorate in 
upstate New York, relief work in China, 
professorships at both Goshen College and Harvard 
Divinity School, and the presidency at Goshen 
College from 1971-1984. A devoted partner to 
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Lawrence, Harriet grew up in India and studied at 
Goshen College and Goshen Biblical Seminary. 
 
The IN/MI Mennonite Women Executive 
Committee is busy finishing up the last details for 
our fall retreat at Amigo Centre. It looks like it is 
going to be an excellent time for worship, 
fellowship, new activities and relaxation. We hope 
that many will be able to attend for this special 
time of celebrating 100 years of Mennonite 
Women USA. The retreat is October 6-8, 2017. Our 
special guest speaker is Marlene Bogard, President 
of Mennonite Women USA. She will be speaking on 
the theme of "Remain in Me". Addie Lehman and 
Karli Graybill will be our worship leaders. For more 
information visit Amigo Centre's website, 
www.amigocentre.org. 

DISCIPLING 
Are you ready to serve?  If you are a good listener, 

compassionate and kind and want to help your 

community; if you are looking for the kind of rewards 

that money just can’t buy, Hospice volunteering may be 

the challenge you seek.  Goshen Home Care & Hospice 

is offering training for new Hospice volunteers on Sept. 

20 and Sept 21 from 8:00 AM-4:30 PM both days.  More 

information is posted on the bulletin board. 

 

AMBS online short course: Understanding Anabaptist 

approaches to Scripture: Oct. 25 – Dec. 12, 2017. The 

early Anabaptists’ approaches to Scripture were both 

similar to and different from those of Catholics and 

other Protestants. Loren Johns, Ph.D., will lead this 

interactive online Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical 

Seminary short course on understanding these 

approaches in light of today. Cost: $200 before Oct. 4; 

$250 after. CEUs available. www.ambs.edu/lifelong-

learning/anabaptist-short-courses 

 

Alumni Reunions: Bethany Christian Schools in Goshen 

will be hosting class reunions and activities for its 

alumni and their families on Saturday, Sept. 23. The 

following graduating classes will hold their reunions 

Saturday: 1957, 1962, 1967, 1972, 1977, 1982, 1987, 

1992, 1997, 2002, 2007, and 2012. Reunion classes will 

meet Saturday afternoon/evening at Bethany for 

visiting and a catered dinner. Alumni interested in 

attending should register by Sept. 14. More details are 

available at www.bethanycs.net/reunions. 

  

Music on the Lawn: Bethany Christian High School’s 

band, orchestra, and choir will perform their annual 

Music on the Lawn concert on Friday, Sept. 15. A 

fundraiser dinner will be served prior to the concert 

(5:00 dinner, 6:15 concert). BBQ pulled pork sandwiches 

(vegetarian/gluten free option available), chips, 

veggies/dip, fruit, and Rise’n Roll pie—all for $7! Funds 

raised will help defray expenses for music festivals and 

trips. Ask any Bethany musician or contact Stacey 

Farran for tickets (safarran@bethanycs.net) by Sunday, 

Sept. 3. Meal and concert will be held in the Friendship 

Garden (weather permitting), so bring your lawn chair 

and come ready to enjoy an evening of food, fellowship, 

and music! 

OUTREACH   

First Mennonite Women’s project for September is the 
Relief Sale.  Jan Yoder will have devotions for the 
September 14th meeting. 
 
There is information on the shelf outside of the 
Sanctuary if you would like to contact Mennonite 
Disaster Service to donate or volunteer in helping with 
relief efforts as a result of Hurricane Harvey. 
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