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ON THE JOURNEY   

   At a recent meeting at work, it began with an invitation to think about gratitude.  We each shared what we are grateful 
for.  This isn’t the usual way my meetings begin.  As the “world turns” around us, there is so much disaster and 
devastation.  At least that’s what we hear about every single day.  I also know there are many acts of kindness and 
generosity, but that’s not what makes the news or the prayer lists.  So, as I’ve thought of gratitude and being grateful, 
it’s brought more awareness of the intentional act of gratitude.  This doesn’t mean I dismiss disaster with a wave of my 
arm.  There are times to mourn when disaster happens.  The choice I make to walk in faith and try to be grateful for every 
twist and turn in my life is a daily intention.  Max Lucado has written many devotionals on gratitude and I’d like to share 
one of them. 
   God notices the grateful heart. He took a praise-singing shepherd boy and made him a king.  There’s no hint of God 
getting out of sorts if we aren’t thankful. But there is evidence that we are affected by our own ingratitude. What of the 
disastrous days?  The nights I can’t sleep and the hours I can’t rest?  Am I grateful then?  Jesus was. 
   The Bible records, “On the night he was betrayed, the Lord Jesus took some bread and gave thanks to God for it.”  (I 
Corinthians 11:23). It’s not often you see the words betrayed and thanks in the same sentence, much less in the same 
heart. In the midst of the darkest night of the human soul, Jesus found a way to give thanks. 
   Anyone can thank God for the light. Jesus teaches us to thank God for the night. He says to us, “You’ll get through this!”  
And we will.                                      Submitted by Robin Tahara Miller

CALENDAR 

Fri 9/8 6:00 pm Ladies Night In 

Sun 9/10 9:30 am Kent Preaching 

 6:00 pm MYF 

Mon 9/11  Health Department 

 7:00 pm Ladies Exercise 

Tues 9/12 7:00 pm Music Practice 

Wed 9/13 9:00 am Moms In Touch 

Thurs 9/14 9:00 am First Mennonite Women 

 6:30 pm Board 

Sun 9/17 9:30 am Kent Preaching 

 6:00 pm MYF 

Mon 9/18 9:00 am Health Screening 

 5:30 pm Worship Commission 

 7:00 pm Ladies Exercise 

Tues 9/19 6:00 pm Community Life Commission 

 7:00 pm Music Practice 

Wed 9/20 9:00 am Moms In Touch 

 5:45 pm Wednesday Evening Meal 

 6:30 pm Administration Commission 

 7:00 pm Fall Congregational Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

*Copies of the newsletter are available on the shelf 

outside of the Sanctuary. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

September 

Dave (Jan) Yoder 07 

Nicole Frye 08 

Alfred Kauffman 09 

Jim Pletcher 10 

Kerry Frye 12 

Dora Graber 12 

Lydia Frey 13 

Chris Wingard 13 

Nancy Bontreger 15 

Brian Mullet 15 

Al Miller 19 

Steve Bontrager 20 

Jean Shriner 22 

Connie Beachy 24 

Kris Bontrager 26 

Arlene Schrock 27 

Our mission is to extend grace, build 

peace, and share love within and 

beyond our faith community. 
 

Administrative Assistant Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday 9:00am-2:00pm  

(Kent’s daily schedule varies; you may want to call 
ahead.) 

Closed Friday.  
 

 

 

 All newsletter submissions need to be in to 
Maribeth by noon on Tuesday.   
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Patty (Ron) Yoder 27 

Fanny Weirich 28 

Carolyn Miller 30 

WORSHIP 
Looking Ahead: We begin a year-long theme of 
exploring the many ways that God has pursued and 
continues to pursue relationship with us and all of 
creation.   
Background scriptures: Genesis 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
Coffee Prep Volunteers 
This Sunday:   Kris Bontrager 
Next Sunday:   Kris Rheinheimer 
 
THIS SUNDAY, we will be affirming by ballot Carolyn 
Miller and Ike Walther to serve as the congregational 
representatives on the church board. Absentee ballots 
are on the ledge outside of the office window. 
 
The Fall Congregational Meeting is scheduled for 
September 20th at 7:00 pm. 

ADMINISTRATION  
Stewardship Report for September 3: 
Money Given to Budget $4,172.00 
Amount Needed Weekly for Budget $5,860.76  
Year-to-date Money Given to Budget $4,172.00 
Amount Needed Year-to-Date for Budget $5,860.76 

COMMUNITY LIFE  
Wednesday Evening Meals will begin for this next 
year on September 20th.  Please look for the sign-
up sheet posted on the bulletin board if you are 
willing to organize a meal this fall. 
 
Come and enjoy a cappella singing of familiar 
hymns under a tent on the Menno-Hof lawn in 
Shipshewana, on Sunday, Sept. 10, 5 p.m. Bring 
lawn chairs for seating. There will be ice cream and 
pretzels following the singing. Rain location: 
Farmstead Inn pavilion. 
 
Here are the arrangements for Twila Hersha's son 
Austin. Visitation on Thursday at the Eley Funeral 
Home in Constantine, MI from 2-4 & 6-8 PM. The 
funeral service will also be at the Eley Funeral 
Home on Friday at 11:00 AM. Please be in prayer 

for Twila, Sally, Ward & Pam along with the rest of 
the family and friends during this time of loss. 
 
Anabaptist Disabilities Network (ADN) is excited 
to invite you to the annual Circles of Love 
Fundraising Banquet on October 13, 2017. The 
evening features a delicious fall meal, stories of 
four congregations nurturing inclusive faith 
communities, and the opportunity to help build 
ADN’s network and vital advocacy for the full 
inclusion of people touched by disability. Dinner 
begins at 6:00 pm and will be hosted at Prairie 
Street Mennonite Church (1316 Prairie Street, 
Elkhart IN, 46516). Tickets are complementary, but 
reservations are required. A free will offering will 
be collected to support Anabaptist Disabilities 
Network. Please RSVP no later than October 5th. 
Email adnet@ADNetOnline.org, or leave a message 
at 574-343-1362, or register on our Facebook event 
page (search for Circles of Love Banquet). Your 
support is important to ADN. We hope to see you 
there! 
 
Noted theologian Miroslav Volf will present a 
Yoder Public Affairs lecture, titled “Humility and 
Joy: What We Can Still Learn From Martin Luther” 
on Friday, Sept. 15 at 7:30 p.m. at College 
Mennonite Church. This event is free and open to 
the public. 
 
Michiana Mennonite Economic Development 
Associates (MMEDA) will host its first event of the 
new program year on Thursday, September 28, 
2017, at 6:30 pm at Das Dutchman Essenhaus in 
Middlebury. Chapter members and guests can look 
forward to a buffet-style dinner, followed by a 
presentation from Dan Sauder, executive vice 
president of engineering and new markets at 
Sauder Woodworking Co. in Archbold, Ohio. Mr. 
Sauder's presentation will be centered around the 
topic "Responding to a Changing Marketplace," and 
will highlight some of the ways Sauder 
Woodworking has diversified its business lines in 
order to stay competitive and viable over the years. 
Please RSVP by Monday, September 25, to 
info@michianameda.org or 574-355-3607. Cost is 
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$5 for students, $15 for Michiana MEDA members, 
and $20 for others, payable at the door. 

DISCIPLING 
Fully online graduate certificate program. Anabaptist 

Mennonite Biblical Seminary’s fully online 27-credit-

hour Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies is ideal 

for church leaders, bivocational pastors and other 

professionals who want to strengthen the biblical and 

theological foundation for their work. Develop a plan of 

study that matches your interests. Complete the 

program in one year with full-time study or over several 

years with part-time study (100 percent online or with a 

combination of online, campus and hybrid courses). 

AMBS offers generous need-based financial aid to help 

make your seminary education affordable. 

www.ambs.edu/academics/certificates 

 

Visio Divina: Fridays, September 15 & 29 and October 

13 & 20, 9:00 - 11:00am: A series of four retreats 

offering an innovative practice of small group spiritual 

direction based on art work done by participants or on 

pictures of paintings. No training in art is necessary to 

participate; the goal in not production, but rather 

understanding and discernment. Facilitated by Sylvie 

Gudin Cost: $120 for all 4 sessions. Visit 

www.pathwaysretreat.org for more information. 

 

Alumni Reunions: Bethany Christian Schools in Goshen 

will be hosting class reunions and activities for its 

alumni and their families on Saturday, Sept. 23. The 

following graduating classes will hold their reunions 

Saturday: 1957, 1962, 1967, 1972, 1977, 1982, 1987, 

1992, 1997, 2002, 2007, and 2012. Reunion classes will 

meet Saturday afternoon/evening at Bethany for 

visiting and a catered dinner. Alumni interested in 

attending should register by Sept. 14. More details are 

available at www.bethanycs.net/reunions. 

  

Music on the Lawn: Bethany Christian High School’s 

band, orchestra, and choir will perform their annual 

Music on the Lawn concert on Friday, Sept. 15. A 

fundraiser dinner will be served prior to the concert 

(5:00 dinner, 6:15 concert). BBQ pulled pork sandwiches 

(vegetarian/gluten free option available), chips, 

veggies/dip, fruit, and Rise’n Roll pie—all for $7! Funds 

raised will help defray expenses for music festivals and 

trips. Ask any Bethany musician or contact Stacey 

Farran for tickets (safarran@bethanycs.net) by Sunday, 

Sept. 3. Meal and concert will be held in the Friendship 

Garden (weather permitting), so bring your lawn chair 

and come ready to enjoy an evening of food, fellowship, 

and music! 

OUTREACH   

First Mennonite Women’s project for September is the 
Relief Sale.  Jan Yoder will have devotions for the 
September 14th meeting. 
 
Celebrate our 50th Michiana Mennonite Relief Sale, 

Sept 22-23, by making a special contribution or make a 

matching challenge through your church for My Coins 

Count. We are pleased to announce that quilts and 

other auction items are able to be previewed on our 

Facebook page this year! Be sure to "like" and follow for 

up to date information, announcements and more 

pictures. You may also preview a video about the 

history of the MMRS at mennonitesale.org.  The Faithful 

Giving Auction needs your help! Donate your new or 

slightly used household, tools, antique furniture or 

recreational items. We ask they have at least a $75 

value.  Contact Deanna King at deannak23@yahoo.com 

or 574-971-0405. Crafts are in need of high quality new, 

handmade art and craft donations. Many different 

types of art and crafts are sold and we welcome fresh, 

trendy ideas. This year we are highlighting local, small 

business artists.  The craft sale is also in need of 

volunteers such as individuals or a small group of 

people who would be willing to set up and monitor 

booths at the craft sale. If you are willing to volunteer 

or donate, contact Laura Shue at 574-536-4549 or 

lauralanaes@gmail.com. KIDS, kids!!! Don't forget the 

kids! A variety of entertaining & educational children's 

activities will be scheduled throughout the sale - 

including the Children's Auction Friday evening, a 

bounce house, comforter knotting, barrel train rides, 

crafts, games, stories and more! Call Tillie Yoder at 614-

778-6609 for volunteer information.  Mark your 

calendars for an exciting weekend, special activities and 

old popular food items for this year only at the sale! All 

http://www.ambs.edu/academics/certificates
mailto:lauralanaes@gmail.com
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volunteers, donations and prayers are appreciated! We 

can't do it without you! 

 

Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) has two 10-week 

internships available in the Goshen, Ind., office. MCC 

North America Mennonite Relief Sale Board is looking 

for an intern to support the work of the 42 relief sales 

across the MCC system. This intern will conduct 

research around quilts and online quilt auction sites, 

assist with Facebook and online presence, work with 

web pages and other tasks. The intern reports to the 

NAMRS Coordinator in the Goshen Great Lakes office. 

For details visit mcc.org/get-

involved/serve/openings/relief-sale-intern-mcc. MCC 

Great Lakes is looking for an intern to support Peace 

and Justice and other program work in the Great Lakes 

region. This intern will help with gun violence and safety 

education with MCC constituents (churches, individuals) 

in our region. The intern reports to the Chicago Area 

Coordinator for MCC Great Lakes, but works 

collaboratively with others in MCC to help create a gun 

violence and safety awareness tool kit. For more details, 

visit mcc.org/get-involved/serve/openings/gun-

violence-prevention-advocate-intern-mcc-great-lakes. 

For more information on either internship, contact 

Amber Falcon at AmberFalcón@mcc.org or 574-534-

4133. 

 
 

 
Recipe for the Month: 
Creeping Crust Cobbler 
½ cup butter 
1 ½ cups flour 
1 cup sugar 
1 ½ t baking powder 

¾ cup milk 
Fresh or frozen fruit 
Melt butter in 8x12 baking pan in oven at 350 degrees.  
Mix flour, sugar and baking powder then stir in milk and 
mix until blended.  Spoon batter over melted butter.  Add 
fruit over the batter and sprinkle with cinnamon.  Bake 30-
35 minutes. 
 
*If you would like to submit a recipe, email at 
info@firstmennonite.net or drop in the office drop box. 

mailto:info@firstmennonite.net

