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ON THE JOURNEY   
Many years ago a book that intrigued me by Norman Vincent Peale, The Power of Positive Thinking, 
(http://www.normanvincentpeale.wwwhubs.com/ was very popular.  It was discussed in both Christian and secular circles.  It’s 
popularity was based on the perceived claim that one could achieve wonderful things through proper thinking processes.  Upon 
reading the book, I learned that Dr. Peale was a pastor and emphasized faith and prayer along with a discipline of positive thinking. 
In these my later years of leisure, when I have the time and resources (radio and TV commentary, the internet, social media, etc.), I 
find it’s easy to become passionate, angry, discouraged, and/or outraged by the current atmosphere in our world. Then I remember 
Dr. Peale’s call for sanity and balance. And I am reminded of the apostle Paul’s appeal for a positive thinking discipline in Philippians 
4:8 :  “Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is 
commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.” (NRSV)                                                                              
Submitted by Dale Schlabach 

CALENDAR 

Wed 12/20 9:00 am Moms In Touch 

  No Wed. Evening Meal 

 6:30 pm Administration Commission 

Sun 12/24 9:30 am Kent Preaching 

 8:00 pm Christmas Eve Service 

Mon 12/25  Office Closed 

Tues 12/26  Office Closed 

Wed 12/27 9:00 am Moms In Touch 

 5:00 pm Outreach Commission 

  No Wed. Evening Meal 

Sun 12/31 9:30 am Kent Preaching 

 6:00 pm MYF 

Mon 1/1  Office Closed 

Tues 1/2 6:30 pm Discipling Commission 

 7:00 pm Music Practice 

Wed 1/3 9:00 am Moms In Touch 

  No Wed. Evening Meal 

 6:30 pm Food Pantry Advisory Board 

Thurs 1/4 6:30 pm Board 

Fri 1/5 6:00 pm Ladies Night In 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
*The office will be closed Monday and Tuesday, 
December 25th and 26th.  The newsletter will go out on 
Thursday.  The office will also be closed on January 1st. 
 
December Birthdays  
Bobbie J. Werker - 21 
Jay Christner – 23 
Loretta Troyer – 23 
Fannie Hochstetler – 24 
Wilbur Schlabach – 24 
Nate Wyse – 25 
Kim Christner – 26 
Brandon Graber - 29 

WORSHIP 
Focus statement: On the brink of God’s son bursting 
onto the scene in the little town of Bethlehem, we are 
reminded of the journey Mary and Joseph traveled both 
physically and spiritually to come to this point. Infused 
with God’s vision, they proclaim, and we proclaim, with 
confidence, “Let it be with us according to your word!” 
Background scriptures: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Luke 
1:46b-55, Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26; Romans 16:25-27; Luke 
1:26-38; 2:1-6a 
 
Coffee Prep Volunteers 
This Sunday:   Cheryl Miller 
Next Sunday:   Navigator Class 
 
Welcome Center 
This Sunday:       Sam & Verna Weirich 
Next Sunday:      Carol Johnson 
 

Our mission is to extend grace, build 

peace, and share love within and 

beyond our faith community. 
 

Administrative Assistant Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday 9:00am-2:00pm  

(Kent’s daily schedule varies; you may want to call 
ahead.) 

Closed Friday  
 

 

 

 

 All newsletter submissions need to be in to 
Maribeth by noon on Tuesday.   

 

 

 

http://www.normanvincentpeale.wwwhubs.com/
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Please note the Christmas Eve service on Sunday 
evening at 8:00 PM.  We invite volunteers to share a 
special Christmas memory at that service.  Also, each 
Sunday school class can decide on their own if they 
want to hold class on Sunday and on December 31st. 

ADMINISTRATION  
Stewardship Report for December 17: 
Money Given to Budget $4,898.00 
Amount Needed Weekly for Budget $5,860.76  
Year-to-date Money Given to Budget $90,048.20 
Amount Needed Year-to-Date for Budget $93,772.16 

COMMUNITY LIFE  
Dear First Mennonite Church: St. Paul’s members 
want to thank you for your time, talent, and 
support for sharing the Living Nativity.  It would 
never have become a reality without all of you.  
The whole area of Middlebury was also blessed by 
our effort.  We want to “Thank You” from our 
whole hearts.  We wish you a Blessed Christmas 
and Happy New year.  With God’s will we will see 
you next year at the Live Nativity! 
 
The Michiana Shape Note Singers will host a 
singing from the Harmonia Sacra, Joseph Funk’s 
shape note tune book, on Monday, New Year’s 
Day, January 1, 2018 at the Anabaptist Mennonite 
Biblical Seminary, 3003 Benham Avenue, Elkhart 
Indiana. We’ll sing from 1 to 5 pm EST and share a 
carry-in meal afterward. All are welcome to come 
sing with us. Loaner books will be available.  
 
The Depot MCC Thrift Shop in Goshen, IN, is 
seeking a half time Volunteer Coordinator. 
Applicants must have commitment to personal 
Christian faith and discipleship, active church 
membership, excellent organizational skills, 
supervisory skills, communication skills and ability 
to recruit, train and work with over 250 volunteers. 
Possibility of combining with other duties to create 
a full-time position. Please send resume to Galen 
Kauffmann at The Depot Thrift Shops, 1013 
Division St., Goshen, 46528 or email 
depotmccthriftshops@gmail.com. 

DISCIPLING 
Do you know high-school students with gifts for 

leadership and ministry? AMBS’s !Explore program 

gives students in grades 10–12 the opportunity to 

explore ministry and theology, grow in spiritual 

practices and biblical engagement and listen for God’s 

call. The program includes a 100-hour congregational 

internship and a Group Experience (July 3–18, 2018). 

Apply by Feb. 15. www.ambs.edu/explore 

 

Online short course: Biblical Foundations for Creation 

Care: Feb. 7 – March 20. Participants in this AMBS short 

course led by Ben Ollenburger, Ph.D., will explore 

creation references in Genesis, Proverbs, Psalms, Isaiah, 

Job and the New Testament. Cost: $200 before Jan. 17; 

$250 after. www.ambs.edu/shortcourses 

OUTREACH   

First Mennonite Women’s project for January is 
collecting items for The Window.  Items needed: men’s, 
women’s, and children’s socks as well as children’s 
underwear and winter boots (clothes closet).  Tomato 
and chicken noodle soup, canned fruit, spaghetti sauce, 
canned tuna, and plastic containers with lids (Katie’s 
Kitchen) are also needed. 
 
In the fall of 2013, Virginia Hershberger's son Randy 
died suddenly and unexpectedly and left his wife, 
Marcia, as a widow with two young adult children. In 
the last year, her daughter Abby, Virginia's 
granddaughter, has been diagnosed with a disabling 
illness and life has become even more complicated and 
challenging. Their current home in Wakarusa is not 
accessible for Abby or suitable for their family any 
longer.  Something needs to change. There is a Go Fund 
Me project at https://www.gofundme.com/share-the-
blessings which gives additional details and provides an 
opportunity to donate to this worthy cause. Thanks! 
 
Do you have any yarn that you'd like to contribute to a 
good cause? Martha’s Gift is a group of mostly Spanish-
speaking women who make baby blankets for newborns 
at Maple City and Vista Health Care Centers. Yarn 
donations, large or small, may be dropped off at Vista 
Community Health Center, 808 N 3rd St., Goshen. You 
may contact Christine Guth (574-534-2718, 
bluestem55@gmail.com) with questions or to ask for a 
personal pickup. 

http://www.ambs.edu/explore
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MDC Goldenrod has an URGENT NEED for maintenance 
help and for caregivers. Work a few hours each week or 
full-time with benefits. No experience needed, just an 
open heart and a love for joyful people. For more 
information, call MDC Goldenrod at 574- 533-9720 or 
visit us online at www.MDCGoldenrod.org. MDC 
Goldenrod provides faith- based community services to 
empower people of all abilities to reach their individual 
potential.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


