
1 | P a g e  
 

LIFE @ FIRST  
 

VOLUME 11, ISSUE 3 JANUARY 17, 2018 

ON THE JOURNEY   
“When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through 
fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.”  Isaiah 43:2 
   No matter what happens in our lives, we can be comforted that God is there.  This world is full of hardship, but we can be 
comforted in knowing that He knows our hearts more than anyone, even ourselves.  He hears our cries and wants us to run to Him.   
   Through our hardships we cling to God most tightly.  We grow in wisdom through our struggles.  We’re never alone in our struggles.  
Our pain can help us understand others.   There is beauty in the struggle.  When you look at examples in scripture, you see that Jesus 
walked with people in the midst of their struggles, which means He will for us, too!  He’s there.  He’s listening.  He wants to fight for 
us.  All He asks for us to do is rest in Him. 
Submitted by Patti Miller

CALENDAR 

Wed 1/17 9:00 am Moms In Touch 

 5:45 pm Wednesday Evening Meal 

 6:30 pm Administration Commission 

Sun 1/21 9:30 am Kent Preaching 

 10:45 am Menno-Hof/Soup Lunch 

 6:00 pm  MYF 

Mon 1/22  Health Department 

 7:00 pm Ladies Exercise 

Tues 1/23 7:00 pm Music Practice 

Wed 1/24 9:00 am Moms In Touch 

 5:00 pm Outreach Commission 

 5:45 pm Wednesday Evening Meal 

Sun 1/28 9:30 am Kent Preaching 

 6:00 pm MYF 

Mon 1/29 7:00 pm Ladies Exercise 

Tues 1/30 7:00 pm Music Practice 

Wed 1/31 9:00 am Moms In Touch 

 5:45 pm Wednesday Evening Meal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

January Birthdays  
Mary Weaver – 17 
Gene Bender – 18 
Marlene Yoder – 18 
Ann Yoder – 19 
Katie Walther – 24 
Jeri McClain – 24 
Keith Thomas – 25 
Allison Hostetler – 29 
Cheryl Miller – 30 
Louise Sellers – 30 

WORSHIP 
Focus statement: We will look at our Anabaptist 
heritage; our key theology; and the changes Anabaptists 
have undergone over the centuries, followed by a 
church-wide field trip to Menno-Hof in Shipshewana.    
Background scriptures: Matthew 5-7; John 14; 
Mennonite Confession of Faith. 
 
Coffee Prep Volunteers 
This Sunday:   Kris Rheinheimer 
Next Sunday:   Cheryl Miller 
 
Welcome Center 
This Sunday:       Karen Pletcher 
Next Sunday:      Sam & Verna Weirich 

ADMINISTRATION  
Stewardship Report for January 14: 
Money Given to Budget $5,853.00 
Amount Needed Weekly for Budget $5,860.76  
Year-to-date Money Given to Budget $115,048.20 
Amount Needed Year-to-Date for Budget $117,215.20 

Our mission is to extend grace, build 

peace, and share love within and 

beyond our faith community. 
 

Administrative Assistant Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday 9:00am-2:00pm  

(Kent’s daily schedule varies; you may want to call 
ahead.) 

Closed Friday  
 

 

 

 

 All newsletter submissions need to be in to 
Maribeth by noon on Tuesday.   
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COMMUNITY LIFE  
Ladies: The annual women’s retreat will be held at 
Hunter Lake on February 2 & 3.  Friday the 2nd, you 
are invited to just come and rest and fellowship 
and spend the night if you wish. There is a sign-up 
sheet on the bulletin board.  The cost will be 
between $10 - $20 depending on how many 
persons sign up.  However, if you are unable to pay 
please plan to attend anyway.  More information 
to come…….If you have any questions please 
contact Linda Young @ 612-3011. 
 
The SPA Women's Ministry Homes Dinner & 
Delicacies banquet will be held on Saturday, 
February 10, 2018 at the RV Hall of Fame Event 
Center, 21565 Executive Pkwy, Elkhart.  Doors open 
at 6:00 pm with Hor D'oeuvres.  Cost is $30 
Individual Ticket/$240 Table of 8.  Online 
Registration: 
https://spaministryhomes.ejoinme.org/dinner 
Questions? Call Rachel Campbell at 574-333-3150 
or email her at rachelc@spaministryhomes.org. 
Rachel is in charge of registration. 
 
Jim & Karen Pletcher no longer have a land line 
phone.  Please use one of their cell numbers. 
 
Pictures of the old food pantry demolition are 
posted on the bulletin board. 
 
Rieth Chamber Series: 
Bach & Beethoven Experience (countertenor, 
Baroque violin and Baroque guitar/violone) 
Sunday, Feb. 18, 4:00 p.m. 
Rieth Recital Hall 
Tickets $15, available at www.goshen.edu/tickets, 
or in person at the Goshen College Box Office. 
Founded in 2009, the Bach & Beethoven  
Experience is a Chicago-based ensemble that brings 
artists from different traditions together to 
collaborate on cross-genre multidisciplinary 
projects. Hailed as “thrilling…charming and 
performed with such grace…joy and sincerity that a 
watcher and listener had to be won over” 
(Bloomington Herald Times), the BBE has 
performed across the Midwest and Northeast 
including at the Chicago Cultural Center, Early 

Music Academy in Ann Arbor, 4th Presbyterian 
series, Boston Early Music Festival fringe series, 
and the Bloomington Early Music Festival. This BBE 
trio will feature a countertenor, Baroque violin, and 
Baroque guitar/violone in songs and fiddle dance 
music from the British Isles…with an Italian twist! 
Selections will include arias from ‘The Gentle 
Shepherd,’ a pastoral comedy by Allan Ramsay 
considered to be the first Scottish Opera; the best 
violin hits of the 17th and 18th centuries by 
Matteis, Geminiani, and Henry Eccles; and drinking 
songs featured in ‘Calliope, or English Harmony. 

DISCIPLING 
The Discipleship Commission is hosting a trip to 

Menno- Hof in Shipshewana during the Sunday School 

hour on Sunday. Upon returning to the church, there 

will be a simple soup lunch served.  The church will be 

making a donation to Menno-Hof in gratitude for their 

work.  There is also a donation box available at the end 

of the tour, if you care to make a small personal 

donation.  Let's plan to car pool from the church right 

after the morning service.  Perhaps those who have 

extra space in their vehicles could offer rides to their 

elders, as the church van is a bit difficult to board.  The 

van will also be available for any who wish to travel to 

Shipshewana in it.  If you would like a cup of coffee 

after church Sun., please bring your own “to go” cup 

and enjoy it on your way to Menno-Hof. Lunch serving 

will begin as people return to the church. We won’t wait 

for everyone to return before serving. You may bless 

your own meal, as we do on Wed. evenings! Please plan 

to join us and enjoy learning or renewing your 

knowledge of Mennonite History in this interactive 

display. 

 

Anabaptist Leadership: 

Each fall, a new group of leaders begin the Values-Based 

Leadership Program, which provides leadership 

resources and development with an Anabaptist lens. 

Registration is open for 2018-2019. Learn about the 

experience from current participants: 

http://mennoniteusa.org/news/developing-leadership-

strengths-anabaptist-context/ 
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OUTREACH   

Items needed for the Cuba mission trip February 15-
22:  adult vitamins, ibuprofen, quart size zip lock bags, 
feminine products, kitchen towels, Tylenol, band aids, 
garbage bags, hot pads, and antacids.  For anyone who 
would care to donate money, you can just make out 
your checks to First Mennonite Church and it will get 
sent on to Hearts and Hands International.  Thank you 
for your consideration of this mission. 
 
MCC's Sharing With Appalachia People (SWAP) 
program is seeking volunteer groups and summer staff. 
Summer will be here before we know it, so make your 
summer plans now to join SWAP in Kentucky or West 
Virginia. Don't miss out on your chance to serve with 
this home repair ministry while learning about life in 
Appalachia. Groups or individuals can volunteer to serve 
as week-long volunteers. SWAP is also looking for 
summer staff to serve as job site coordinators and 
meals coordinators/cooks for three month assignments. 
For more information about bringing a group to SWAP 
or serving as summer staff, visit swap.mcc.org or 
contact Angela Maggard at AppalachiaAdmin@mcc.org 
or 606-633-5065. 
 
Registration is now open for the RETA Celebrating Life 
Benefit Dinner to be held on March 8, 2018 at the 
Northern Indiana Event Center.  Doors open at 5:30 
with program and dinner at 6:30 pm.  The keynote 
speaker is Davey Blackburn.  Cost is $240 for tables of 
eight or $30 per person.  Seating is limited.  
Reservations will be taken until maximum capacity is 
reached or by February 21st.  To register go online at 
www.retaforlife.com/dinner or call 574-522-3888. 
 
God’s Promise of Peace 
John 14:27 (NIV) 
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give 
to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be 
troubled and do not be afraid. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

http://www.retaforlife.com/dinner

