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ON THE JOURNEY   
   I was not in Galilee the day Jesus took the five small barley loaves and two small fishes a little boy gave to him, then all watched in 
amazement as Jesus blessed them, divided them among his disciples who began to distribute them to the crowd, but the disciples 
simply could not empty their baskets. That day Jesus fed a multitude of five thousand hungry people with only five small barley 
loaves, two small fishes, the kindness of a little boy, and the blessing of God.   
   I was not in the region of the Decapolis the day Jesus took the seven loaves and a few small fishes, blessed them, and then fed a 
multitude of four thousand famished people who had not eaten for several days.  But I was in Goshen Indiana on September 21 and 
22, 2018, and there, I think I saw another miracle.  I watched as disciples of Jesus brought quilts and crafts they made, as they made 
and served food, as they brought things from their homes they do not use any more, as they brought pennies and other coins and 
poured them into a big container, as they gave their voices to sing in a chorus.  I watched as these disciples brought all these things 
and offered them to Jesus.  And once again, Jesus blessed them and multitudes of hungry people all around the world are being fed. 
We go to the Bible and read about the wonderful things Jesus did two thousand years ago.  We say, “Wow, that was a miracle!”  We 
think it would have been great to watch Jesus perform miracles, or better yet, to be on the receiving end of one of Jesus’ miracles.  
But maybe, just maybe, Jesus is still doing miracles today, as His disciples bring what they have and give it to the Lord, and He 
blesses it to meet human needs. 
   Is not the compassion of Jesus in us, which still feeds multitudes of hungry people throughout the world through the ministries of 
MCC and other Christian agencies, also a miracle?  Is not the feeding of the multitudes every Saturday up on the hill, just west of 
Middlebury, a miracle too?  Jesus still blesses the gifts, both gifts of material aid and the gifts of labor, his disciples bring to him to 
meet needs in the world in miraculous ways. 
   I wonder, which is the greater miracle, the endless supply of food in disciple’s baskets, or the measureless compassion of Jesus 
flowing through the hearts and hands of his disciples to the needy of this world? 
 
Submitted by Phil Yoder

CALENDAR 

Wed 9/26 9:00 am Moms In Prayer 

 5:30 pm Outreach Commission 

 6:00 pm Prayer & Meditation 

 7:00 pm Music Practice 

Sat 9/29 6:00 pm Movie Night 

Sun 9/30 9:00 am Goshen College/Parables 

 6:00 pm MYF 

Mon 10/1 5:00 pm POPS Advisory Board 

 7:00 pm Ladies Exercise 

Wed 10/3 9:00 am Moms In Prayer 

 6:00 pm Prayer & Meditation 

 6:45 pm Food Pantry Advisory Board 

 7:00 pm Music Practice 

Thurs 10/4 6:30 pm Board 

Fri 10/5 6:00 pm Ladies Night In 

Sun 10/7 9:00 am Phil Preaching 

 6:00 pm MYF 

Mon 10/8  Health Department 

 6:00 pm Worship Commission 

 7:00 pm Ladies Exercise 

Tues 10/9 6:30 pm Discipling Commission 

Wed 10/10 9:00 am Moms In Prayer 

 6:00 pm Prayer & Meditation 

 7:00 pm Music Practice 

Thur 10/11 9:00 am First Mennonite Women 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September/October Birthdays 
Kris Bontrager – 26 
Arlene Schrock – 27 
Patty (Ron) Yoder – 27 
Fanny Weirich – 28 
Carolyn Miller – 30 
Carol Outman – 1 
Kyle Walther – 1 
Edna Hochstetler – 4 
Viola Miller – 11 

Our mission is to extend grace, build 

peace, and share love within and 

beyond our faith community. 
 

Administrative Assistant Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday 9:00 am-2:00 pm  

Closed Friday  
 

 

 

 

 All newsletter submissions need to be in to 
Maribeth by noon on Tuesday.   
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Patti Keller - 14 
Karen Pletcher – 15 
Betty Graber – 17 
Katie Kauffman – 17 
Jerry Christner – 18 
Gerri Beachy – 19 
Ez Ropp – 19 
Anne Yoder – 19 
Paul Yoder – 22 
Garrett Kozlowski – 24 
Kelby Christner – 31 

WORSHIP 
Focus statement:  Parables, a student worship 
ensemble from Goshen College will be here this Sunday 
to lead our worship time. 
Background scriptures:   
 
Coffee Prep Volunteers 
This Sunday:   Navigator Class 
Next Sunday:   Dave Graber 
 
Welcome Center 
This Sunday:       Carol Johnson 
Next Sunday:      Shari Graber 
 
REMEMBER – October 7 is World Wide Communion 

Sunday.   FMC will be participating in this 

observance.  Phil will lead us in Communion in the 

Sanctuary during the Worship service.  Foot/Hand 

washing will take place afterward for all who wish to 

participate.   Sunday School will follow, although the 

typical slotted time may be shorter than usual.  Each 

class can choose to meet longer if they wish.  Join us for 

Communion Sunday! 

Hymn Sing at Marion Christian Fellowship, at 5460 N 

450 W Shipshewana, on September 30 @ 6:00 pm.  

Finger foods provided for a time of fellowship following 

the singing, just bring your voices and your requests and 

your friends!  

ADMINISTRATION  
Stewardship Report for September 23: 
Money Given to Budget $4,487.00 
Amount Needed Weekly for Budget $5,565.25  
Year-to-date Money Given to Budget $18,621.00 
Amount Needed Year-to-Date for Budget $22,261.00 
 

COMMUNITY LIFE  
Elkhart County Right to Life is sponsoring the 
annual Life Chain to take place on Sunday 
afternoon, October 7, from 2:00-3:00 pm.  Two 
locations: Elkhart-US 33 (South Main St.) on the 
sidewalk in front of Concord Intermediate School 
and in Goshen at the Courthouse (3rd Street side) 
on the sidewalk.  Participants will hold Pro-Life 
signs, which are provided at both locations. 
 
Meditation and Prayer on Wednesday evenings 
from 6:00-7:00 PM. This is a prayer time for the 
needs of our church. Come and go as you wish. 

DISCIPLING 
The Donald Sinta Quartet, Gold Medal winners at the 

Fischoff Competition, will perform a Rieth Chamber 

Series concert on Friday, Sept. 28, at 7:30 p.m. in the 

Goshen College Music Center's Rieth Recital Hall. Hailed 

as “…a tight-knit ensemble exploding with power and 

virtuosity and an un-concealable ambition to connect 

with its newly found listeners," the DSQ performs 

entirely from memory, and has earned praise from 

audiences and critics alike for its virtuosic 

performances, compelling recordings and distinctive 

repertoire. Tickets are $16 and are available at the GC 

Box Office or online at goshen.edu/tickets. 

 

All are welcome to visit Goshen College during 

Homecoming Weekend, Oct. 5-7, 2018. Hear from GC 

alumni award winners, special events related to the 

50th anniversary of SST and the 60th anniversary of 

WGCS, attend the Peace Play,  View a special Haitian art 

exhibit, attend the Music Gala and more. To see the full 

schedule and to register, visit goshen.edu/homecoming. 

 

Diplomat David Reimer, U.S. Ambassador to Mauritius 

and Seychelles, a 1984 Goshen College graduate and 

2018 Culture for Service awardee, will present this 

year’s Yoder Public Affairs Lecture: “U.S.-Africa 

Relations: An Ambassador’s Perspective,” on Thursday, 

Oct. 4 at 7:30 p.m. in the GC Music Center's Rieth 

Recital Hall. He will also speak during a convocation on 

Friday, Oct. 5 at 10 a.m. in the Church-Chapel. Both 

events are free and open to the public. 
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Exploring Peace and Justice in the Bible (noncredit): 

Oct. 24 – Dec. 11. Participants in this online AMBS short 

course taught by Safwat Marzouk, Ph.D., and Drew 

Strait, Ph.D., will study six biblical passages and reflect 

together on what they contribute to the practice of 

peace and justice today. Cost: $200 before Oct. 3; $250 

after. CEUs available. ambs.edu/shortcourses 

 

Consider it all Joy retreat for women and girls at Amigo 

Centre October 12-14.  More information is posted on 

the hallway bulletin board. 

OUTREACH 
First Mennonite Women: The next project is collecting 

soap, towels, and fabric for MCC.  Soap specifications: 

new bars of bath or laundry soap: all sizes and brands of 

bar soap are welcomed.  Please leave in wrapper.  

Towel specifications: New bath and hand towels: good 

quality, dark or bright colors, medium weight preferred.  

Fingertip towels and washcloths are not needed.  Fabric 

specifications:  Suggested fabrics:  washable twill, 

cotton, cotton blends, polyester and corduroy.  Fabric 

must be 2 yards or more in length.  Print, plaid or solid 

are welcomed. 

 

Join us for a Comforter Bash! Make plans to join us on 

November 9 and 10 for the Mennonite Central 

Committee (MCC) Great Lakes Comforter Bash in 

Goshen. People of all ages are invited to knot 

comforters at Pleasant View Mennonite Church (58529 

County Road 23). For more information about the event 

visit mcc.org/comforter-bash or contact Carol 

Honderich at 574-536-9062. A handmade comforter 

provides not only warmth but also a tangible message 

to people that their needs are not forgotten. 

MCC Alumni & Friends Potluck: As alumni or interested 

friends of Mennonite Central Committee, you are 

warmly invited to join us for an MCC Alumni and Friends 

Potluck at 6:00 p.m. on Friday, October 26, at North 

Goshen Mennonite Church (501 N. 8th Street). Special 

guest speakers will be Rebecca Burkholder and Blaine 

Derstine, MCC Area Directors for Central Southern and 

Northeast Asia, who will share stories of peacebuilding 

in Asia. Please RSVP at 574-534-4133 or to 

lmg@mcc.org. 
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