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ON THE JOURNEY   
 
  How does one cope with the deaths of very good friends? Two in a month’s time. How do you not become bitter. Angry? Full of 
despair? Hopeless? Dan was a special guy--easy going, laid back, compassionate and always willing to help. He dealt with severe 
PTSD and attended weekly meetings to learn coping mechanisms. This benefited not only himself but others for by sharing his stories 
he exemplified friendship and acceptance, not giving a thought to skin color or social status. I loved this about him and will carry this 
lesson with me always. And Menno, well, we all loved Menno. This fun, witty, story-telling, card playing man left his mark on all of us. 
My human heart is crushed and longing for all the good times I shared with these friends. But guess what, I have hope! I can deal 
with these emotions because of Paul’s teaching in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, “Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about 
those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we 
believe that God will bring with Jesus those that have fallen asleep in Him. According to the Lord’s own word, we tell you that we who 
are still alive, who are left til the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will 
come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in 
Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord 
in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage each other with these words.”  I strive to be this encourager 
to their wives, their families, and my beloved world.  
   Submitted by Sharon Wyse

CALENDAR 

Wed 10/31 9:00 am Moms In Prayer 

 6:00 pm Discovery Bible Study 

 7:00 pm Music Practice 

Thur 11/1 6:30 pm Board 

Fri 11/2 6:00 pm Ladies Night In 

Sun 11/4 9:00 am Phil Preaching 

 6:00 pm MYF 

Mon 11/5 5:00 pm POPS Advisory Board 

 6:00 pm Worship Commission 

 7:00 pm Ladies Exercise 

Wed 11/7 9:00 am Moms In Prayer 

 6:00 pm Discovery Bible Study 

 6:45 pm Food Pantry Advisory Board 

 7:00 pm Music Practice 

Thur 11/8 9:00 am First Mennonite Women 

Sun 11/11 9:00 am Cory Martin 
Preaching/Missions Focus 

 6:00 pm MYF 

Mon 11/12  Health Department 

 7:00 pm Ladies Exercise 

Wed 11/14 9:00 am Moms In Prayer 

 6:00 pm Discovery Bible Study 

 6:30 pm Administration Commission 

 7:00 pm Music Practice 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
November Birthdays 
Dale Riegsecker – 1 
Glenn Weaver – 1 
Gerald Kauffman – 3 
Ruth Beasley – 5 
Ellen Bontrager – 5 
Sonya Miller – 5 
Leah Bontreger – 8 
Luke Schrock – 8 
Vince Hostetler – 9 
Merle Mullet – 13 
Delbert D. Yoder – 14 
Adeline Graber – 20 
Philip Keller – 20 
Jim Rhodes – 20 
Marilyn Bontrager 22 
Noah Frye – 22 
Bob Rhodes – 22 
Ernie Wingard – 24 
Kody Bontreger – 26 
Sharon Wyse - 28 

Our mission is to extend grace, build 

peace, and share love within and 

beyond our faith community. 
 

Administrative Assistant Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday 9:00 am-2:00 pm  

Closed Friday  
 

 

 All newsletter submissions need to be in to 
Maribeth by noon on Tuesday.   
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WORSHIP 
Focus statement:  When Jesus introduced his disciples 
to the concept of the church, it was a new idea to them, 
even though they would soon become the foundational 
stones of the church.  The church that Jesus was 
establishing would become a new community of faith, 
based on Jesus’ life and work, and entrusted to those 
who would follow him in their lives.   Jesus indicated 
there would be 5 things that those in this new 
community of faith called “The Church” could expect. 
Background scriptures:  Matthew 16:1 - 17:23 
 
Remember:  Set your clocks back one hour this 
weekend as Daylight Savings Time ends! 
 
Coffee Prep Volunteers 
This Sunday:   Shari Graber 
Next Sunday:   Carolyn Miller 
 
Welcome Center 
This Sunday:       Verna Weirich 
Next Sunday:      Shari Graber 

ADMINISTRATION  
Stewardship Report for October 28: 
Money Given to Budget $7,167.00 
Amount Needed Weekly for Budget $5,565.25  
Year-to-date Money Given to Budget $42,484.00 
Amount Needed Year-to-Date for Budget $50,087.25 

COMMUNITY LIFE  
To the Congregation, "Thank you for the gifts you 

blessed us with for Pastor Appreciation!  We are 

grateful for your love and thoughtfulness! 

- Phil and Shena 

 

From Marilyn Bontrager:  I want to thank everyone for 

all the support, cards, and visits from First Mennonite 

during Menno’s illness and passing. 

 

The Goshen Community Chorale, in collaboration with 

Goshen College, is sponsoring an Alice Parker 

Celebration Concert at 7:00 on Sunday evening, 

November 18th, at College Mennonite Church.  The 

noted composer, conductor and teacher, Alice Parker, is 

coming to Goshen for this event.  The Chorale will be 

performing Parker’s “Melodious Accord” cantata, with 

harp and brass quartet, and four other local choral 

groups will also be performing. There is no admission 

charge and all are welcome. 

DOR 
FMW’s sewing project for this month is for POPS.  They 

would like us to collect….Coloring books, beads, 

feathers, preschool age board games, small toys for 

treasure box, small cars, baby doll clothes, baby doll 

blankets. 

 

Open House at Bethany: Bethany Christian Schools will 

host a drop-in open house 12- 2:30 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 4, 

for anyone considering attending Bethany. Bring your 

family for a visit in a casual and friendly atmosphere. A 

simple lunch will be provided. Please RSVP by 

registering online (www.bethanycs.net) or contact the 

admissions office (534-2657 or 

admissions@bethanycs.net) so we can plan for the 

meal. 

 

Please consider joining The Window at College 

Mennonite Event Center Saturday, November 10 from 

5:30 pm to 7:30 pm. for an evening of fine food and 

entertainment. Guest Speaker, Elkhart County Jail 

Chaplain, Cory Martin along with Master of Ceremony, 

Randy West of The Well in Goshen, will reflect upon 

where the organization has been, and its plans for 

moving forward. Special music will be provided by The 

Dean’s List. Tickets are available for $35.00 per person. 

Please contact Scarlett Garrison at 574-533-9680 ext. 

203 by tomorrow to purchase your tickets. 

 

Join us for a Comforter Bash! Make plans to join us on 

November 9 and 10 for the Mennonite Central 

Committee (MCC) Great Lakes Comforter Bash in 

Goshen. People of all ages are invited to knot 

comforters at Pleasant View Mennonite Church (58529 

County Road 23). For more information about the event 

visit mcc.org/comforter-bash or contact Carol 

Honderich at 574-536-9062. A handmade comforter 

provides not only warmth but also a tangible message 

to people that their needs are not forgotten. 

Save the Date:  The 7th annual Dutch Dinner to benefit 

The Community Health Clinic will be held on November 
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10.  This will be a fun-filled evening including a 

traditional Amish meal, music entertainment, and a 

presentation by clinic staff.  The event will be held at 

Sammlung Platz, 758 Tomahawk Trail, Nappanee.  Call 

The Community Health Clinic at 260-593-0108 to 

purchase your tickets and to learn about sponsorship 

opportunities. 

Fish Fry at Bethany: Bethany Christian High School’s 

Senior Class Fish Fry is on Friday! Come between the 

hours of 4:30 and 8 p.m. for an evening of fellowship, 

homemade pie, and all the fish you can eat. Tickets are 

available from all Bethany seniors or at the door. The 

cost is $11 for adults and $6 for children in grades 1-6. 

Kindergarten and younger eat free. Carryout is also 

available with adult tickets only and opens at 4:00. 

Take a seminary course this spring! Check out AMBS’s 

online, hybrid and campus courses, which include 

Global Anabaptist-Mennonite History and Theology; 

The Corinthian Correspondence; Psalms; God’s Shalom 

and the Church’s Witness; Faith Formation and 

Spirituality: Adults and Seniors; Discerning and 

Knowing; Theology in Context: Elkhart, Indiana; and 

more. ambs.edu/onecourse 

A Hacienda Day to benefit Betania will be held Monday, 

Nov. 12. Hacienda will donate 20% of purchases for 

food, gift certificates, and carry-outs all that day with 

presentation of a token. Tokens may NOT be distributed 

inside or outside the restaurant that day. Tokens are 

available in your mailbox or may be printed online at 

bethanycs.net/HaciendaDay. 

Sherlock Holmes and the Case of the Christmas Goose  

will be presented Nov. 16-18 at Bethany Christian 

Schools. This is a family friendly holiday show. Join 

Sherlock and Watson in this caper around the streets of 

London, and be ready to join in a little caroling! Tickets, 

$9 for adults and $7 for students, may be reserved at 

bethanycs.net/tickets. Online sales will close at noon on 

Friday, Nov. 16. 

Local MCC Advocacy network: Let's get together to 

support each other in our work and learn how to do it 

better! 

•Monday, November 12, 2018 at 7:30 PM – 9 PM at 

Hively Ave Mennonite Church in Elkhart 

•Tuesday, November 13, 2018 at 7:30 PM - 9 PM at 

Walnut Hill Mennonite Church in Goshen 

We'll share how best to do advocacy with our elected 

officials, updates on your chosen issues and begin 

organizing to travel together to Ecumenical Advocacy 

Days, Friday, April 5 – Monday, April 8, 2019. Come if 

you have never contacted a government official or if 

you have had a private conference with one: we'll teach 

each other! See Facebook events (MCC Advocacy 

Network) or contact SusanMarkLandis@gmail.com 
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