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ON THE JOURNEY   
 

THE RECIPE FOR A HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

 

   This is the beginning of a new year, but more than that, it is the beginning of a new decade.  None of us knows what 

this decade will bring.   We entered the beginning of the decade we just came through, with much gloom and despair.  

As a nation, we were in the midst of a very great recession, and like the Great Depression, some wondered if we would 

ever recover from it.  We were embroiled in two wars overseas.  Politically, we were a very divided nation.  The end of 

the decade feels quite different than the beginning did, and yet, some of the same issues remain with us. 

   Nobody knows what this new decade will bring, but if it is like all decades that have gone before us, it will certainly 

bring things we cannot see now, natural disasters, political turmoil, wars, economic uncertainty, social unrest, new 

technology and with it new kinds of fraud, along with personal loss, disappointment, and unfulfilled dreams.   Jesus 

warned that these are a part of life on the earth (Matthew 24), and that there is no real security on this earth.  

Sometimes we wonder how much longer life can continue on the earth, and yet, it does.  And I suppose it does because 

there is a nonhuman hand that will determine how long the world will stand. 

   The beginning of a new decade is a good time for us to reevaluate our lives and our faith, and make sure we are 

building our lives on the solid rock that the storms of life cannot destroy, that we are deeply committed to God and to 

the things of God, and that we are doing things to build faith, things like daily prayer and Bible study, and that we are 

deeply committed to the church, the body of Christ in the world.  It is not enough to simply believe some things about 

God, we must be actively building and investing our lives in God every day.  That means practicing good spiritual 

disciplines and surrounding ourselves with things that build faith. 

   Recently a friend, who is nearing the end of his earthly life, told me that Psalm 23 has taken on new meaning to him.   

Psalm 23 reminds us that The Lord is our Shepherd, that he leads us through the good and peaceful times (to green 

pastures and beside still waters) and that he still is leading us when we go through the valley of the shadow of death, 

through the most threatening, uncertain, and fearful times.  Our Lord is with us through every event, every crisis, and 

every moment of our lives and even through our death.  That is our only true security and our stability in a very unstable 

world. 

   As we begin a new decade, and the uncertainties that come with every decade, let’s make sure that we are walking 

close to our Shepherd, that we are clinging to Him and not too tightly to anything else, that we are doing everything 

possible to build a strong bond between us and our Shepherd, and that our eyes are focused on Him.  He is the one who 

will be there, leading us and caring for us through whatever comes our way, even if this world should pass away!  

   Every day we see people who look at the uncertainties and disappointments of life and throw their hands in the air, 

and cry out in despair, and act in desperate ways, because they don’t see any hope.   But we, who live by faith find our 

hope in knowing that God is still on the throne, and that “The Lord is still our Shepherd, and HE is carefully leading us!” 

   Submitted by Pastor Phil Yoder 

 

 

 

 

Our mission is to extend grace, build 

peace, and share love within and 

beyond our faith community. 
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CALENDAR 

Fri 1/3 6:00 pm Ladies Night In 

Sun 1/5 9:00 am Phil Preaching 

 6:00 pm MYF 

Mon 1/6 6:00 pm Ladies Exercise 

 6:30 pm Worship Commission 

Wed 1/8 9:00 am Moms In Prayer 

 5:30 pm Wednesday Evening Meal 

 6:00 pm Music Practice 

 7:00 pm Bible Study 

Thur 1/9 9:00 am First Mennonite Women 

Sun 1/12 9:00 am Eric & Kelly Frey-Martin 

 6:00 pm MYF 

Mon 1/13  Health Department 

 5:00 pm POPS Advisory Board 

 6:00 pm Ladies Exercise 

Tues 1/14 6:00 pm Community Life Commission 

Wed 1/15 9:00 am Moms In Prayer 

 6:00 pm Music Practice 

 6:30 pm Administration Commission 

 7:00 pm Bible Study 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January Birthdays 
Edna Mast – 8 
Grace Rheinheimer – 11 
Charles Hartzler – 14 
Sam Weirich – 15 
Linda Young – 16 
Mary Weaver – 17 
Gene Bender – 18 
Marlene Yoder – 18 
Katie Walther – 24 
Jeri McClain – 24 
Keith Thomas – 25 

WORSHIP 
Focus statement:  Matthew tells us that when Jesus 
was born, some Wisemen from the east came to 
Bethlehem, to worship him, because they saw his star in 
the east.  Scholars have long tried to figure out who 
these “Wisemen” were, and why they would be 
interested in worshipping a Jewish King.  It is very likely 
that they were Gentiles, but they recognized that this 
newborn king was important enough that the heavens 
noted it with a special star.  People have rushed to try 
to find a natural explanation for the star, suggesting 
that it was a comet or the alignment of several planets 
or constellations.  Whatever it was, the Wisemen 
followed the light they had, convinced that the star they 
saw marked the birth of the Great King, and that star 
led them to Jesus, to a king even greater than they had 
imagined. 
Background scriptures:  Matthew 2:1-12 
 
Coffee Prep Volunteers 
This Sunday:   Dave Graber 
Next Sunday:   Ward and Pam Bingaman 
 
Welcome Center 
This Sunday:       Shari Graber 
Next Sunday:      Carolyn Miller 
 
Looking Ahead: 
      Jan. 5 – Sermon: “Faces at the Manger-The Wise 
Men” (Matthew 2:1-12) 
     Jan. 8 – Wednesday Evening Meal 5:30 PM 
     Jan. 12 – Sermon: Guest Speakers – Eric & Kelly Frey-
Martin 
     Jan. 19 – Sermon: Stories and Pictures from the 
Philippines 
     Jan. 26 – Guest Speaker and Program – Destiny 
Rescue 

ADMINISTRATION  

Stewardship Report for December 29: 
Money Given to Budget $4,222.00 
Amount Needed Weekly for Budget $5,343.12  
Year-to-date Money Given to Budget $99,781.00 
Amount Needed Year-to-Date for Budget $96,176.16 

COMMUNITY LIFE  
Wednesday Evening Meal Hosts: 

Jan. 8:        Java 

Feb. 5:       Explorers 

Administrative Assistant Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday 9:00 AM-2:00 PM  

Closed Friday  
Phil Yoder Office Hours: 
Monday 12:00-4:00 PM, 

Wed. 9:00 AM-12:00 PM, Thursday 1:00-6:00 PM 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 All newsletter submissions need to be in to 
Maribeth by noon on Tuesday.   
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DISCIPLING 
 

OUTREACH 
The 9th Annual Elkhart County Rally and Prayer Walk 

for Life is on Saturday, January 11, 2020 at the Lerner 

Theater, 410 S. Main Street, Elkhart at 12:00 noon.  The 

program will include emcee Jeff Fater, RETA Men’s 

Coaching Manager and keynote speaker Mike Spencer.  

The Rally will include testimonies from those who have 

experienced abortion and will be followed by a short 

prayer walk to RETA and the Women’s Care Center in 

Elkhart.  Go to www.elkhart4life.org for more 

information. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

http://www.elkhart4life.org/

