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ON THE JOURNEY   
 

The Church and The Virus 

   At first, I was like many others in assuming that the Coronavirus was not really a great threat to any of us.  We were 

told that the virus was centered in China, that it came from the strange diet of some people in a faraway country.   Then 

we were told that it is only a strain of the flu and the symptoms are not very severe unless you are elderly and have 

other health issues.  And then, we watched in disbelief as “March Madness” and all other sports venues were canceled.  

We watched as health officials became more and more worried about what they thought may be coming to the world.  

And we watched as schools were closed, and flights were canceled, as people began to lose their jobs, and life began to 

shut down around us.    

   At first, I thought this was an overreaction, that fear had gripped the hearts of people, and that we were being taken 

captive by the media.  And then I did a bit of research on other pandemics in world history, and suddenly, I saw what 

health officials saw and feared could sweep over the world again, and that they were trying to spare us from.   

The Bubonic Plague, sometimes referred to as the “Black Death” that struck Europe in the mid 14th century killed one-

third of the population of Europe, and in large cities like London and Paris and others, it was even worse, as half or more 

of the population died.  

   And then there was the flu pandemic which began in 1918, frequently called the “Spanish Flu” not because it started in 

Spain, but because most of the presses in the world were being censured at the time, and the Spanish press was the only 

press that was telling the truth and reporting accurate numbers about the virus.  That pandemic lasted 3 years and killed 

an estimated 40-50 million people, with some estimates as high as 100 million deaths.  What was discovered in past 

pandemics was that the only way to stop the pandemic was for people to isolate and not socialize.  That seems harsh 

and even cruel, since we are social creatures and find comfort in being together, but it worked. 

   A very interesting, but important note from past pandemics is that as people were paralyzed by fear, it was largely the 

church that stepped up and risked their lives to care for the sick.  There are no shortages of horror stories from medieval 

Europe of how people with the plague were treated.  I remember reading stories of the plague, that people at times 

would push their own family members who got the plague out into the street and left them there to die.  And it was 

priests, pastors, deacons, monks, and nuns, who came out of their churches and risked their own lives to care for the 

dying.  They, like Jesus, were prepared to give their own lives for the sake of the world.  They did this because love 

compelled them, and because they realized that their lives were already embedded in the resurrection. 

   The church, has from her very beginning, understood healing and care for the sick to be an integral part of her ministry 

along with teaching.  Jesus was both a preacher and a physician.  One cannot read the gospels without noticing the 

emphasis Jesus gave to healing the sick.  And the church throughout history has considered caring for the sick to be on 

an equal plane with preaching and teaching.  Church historians note that it was the early church’s care for the sick that 

led to its rapid growth in the Roman Empire.  One of the things that distinguished Christianity from the pagan religions 

was the church’s belief that healing was a continuation of Jesus’ ministry in the world, and Christians fearlessly stepped 

up to care for the sick and dying as pagans were overcome with fear.  All hospitals beginning with “Saint” (St. Jude’s, St. 

Vincent’s, St. Joseph’s, etc.) were all started by the church, and many were begun as ‘pay what you can afford’ for the 

services rendered.  Christian clinics, started and operated by Christians, are scattered in every corner of the globe.  

Our mission is to extend grace, build 

peace, and share love within and 

beyond our faith community. 
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“Caritas” is a Catholic mission that operates in most countries in the world, caring for the most poor that even their own 

governments have abandoned.  Emanuel Clinic, a clinic for the very poor that was started in the basement of a church in 

Moldova, is a Christian clinic that we here at FMC now support through Cross Links Mission, where Christian doctors 

every weekend go out into the many poor villages of Moldova and set up a clinic, and offer free medical care, free 

medicine, and share the gospel with everyone who comes in for care.  It is of particular interest to us here at FMC, that 

the first Mennonite Missionary sent overseas from North America was Dr. William Page from Middlebury who was sent 

to India in 1899 as a medical missionary.  Dr. Page returned and became instrumental in the founding of First Mennonite 

Church in Middlebury.   

   The church has a very long history of caring for the sick.  It was the church that reached out with compassion and care 

in past pandemics, and we as the church of Jesus Christ, who must embody the heart of Jesus, should prepare to do so 

again. 

Submitted by pastor Phil Yoder 

April 2020  
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April Birthdays 
Dave (Patty) Yoder – 10 
Jim Wyse – 12 
Bill Johnson – 14 
Dorothy Miller – 15 
Marge Miller – 15 
Shari Graber – 16 
Lavera Hooley – 17 
Jena Bontreger – 18 
Bryce Rheinheimer – 24 
Enos Miller – 30 

WORSHIP 
Focus statement:  Sunday is Easter.  It is perhaps the 
holiest and most important day in the Christian 
calendar.  This is the day Jesus rose from the dead, and 
death was defeated.  This is the day we celebrate that 
death is not the end and will not have the last word.  

Easter is the vindication of Jesus’ life and teachings.  
Even though Jesus was killed, God vindicated him, and 
gave him a life that death has no power over, a life 
without end.  There is much to celebrate on this joyous 
day.  We know about Easter, we have been celebrating 
it all our lives, but what real difference does Easter 
make in your life? 
Background scriptures:  John 20, Luke 24 
 
Announcement: You can now join in the live stream of 
Sunday sermons by clicking onto You Tube, then typing 
in FMC INDIANA  in the search box.  We begin at 9:00 
AM on Sunday mornings. 
 
Sunday Sermon Title:  “Facing Resurrection” 
Scripture Text:  Luke 24:1-6, John 20:11-18 
 
Coffee Prep Volunteers 
This Sunday:    
Next Sunday:    
 
Welcome Center 
This Sunday:        
Next Sunday:       

ADMINISTRATION  

Stewardship Report for April 5: 
Money Given to Budget $3,296.00 
Amount Needed Weekly for Budget $5,343.12  
Year-to-date Money Given to Budget $159,094.99 
Amount Needed Year-to-Date for Budget $170,979.84 
 
This is a reminder that if you are mailing your offering 
to the church, please use P.O. Box 508. 

Administrative Assistant Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday 9:00 AM-2:00 PM  

Closed Friday  
Phil Yoder Office Hours: 
Monday 12:00-4:00 PM, 

Wed. 9:00 AM-12:00 PM, Thursday 1:00-6:00 PM 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 All newsletter submissions need to be in to 
Maribeth by noon on Tuesday.   
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COMMUNITY LIFE  
Wednesday Evening Meal Hosts: 

 

Please sign up online to take a meal to Jim and Arlene. 

Go to takethemameal.com and under Find, put in 

Schrock as last name and 9083 as the password. Then 

click on Find. On the next page by Jim Schrock, click on 

Lets Go. That should open it up so you can sign up for a 

meal.  Please contact Jean Shriner at 574-596-3376 if 

you need help. 

DISCIPLING 
Resources for hope and resilience. The AMBS 

community offers resources to foster a spirit of hope, 

trust, resilience and ongoing faith during the global 

COVID-19 pandemic. We hope these prayers, music 

playlists, audio files, articles and pastoral care resources 

can help people to be grounded in and sustained by 

God’s unfailing presence. ambs.edu/publishing/hope-

and-resilience 

OUTREACH 
First Mennonite Women will not be meeting this week. 

 

If you’re looking for a way to be helpful during this 

Coronavirus pandemic, you could help by making cloth 

masks for those who need to be out working with the 

public yet.  Our Food Pantry could use more masks!  

There are other Elkhart County workers who could use 

them.  They are not hard to make and some of you 

probably have materials at home already.  Some of you 

may already be helping in this way.  There are many 

patterns on line that can be used, but the one printed 

by Elkhart County is printed below.  You can choose a 

pattern you prefer.   If you don’t have enough elastic, 

you can make ties instead, out of long narrow strips of 

fabric folded vertically and stitched down the length.  

Also, would you keep count of how many you make so 

we can add up our totals?  THANK YOU for helping in 

this way! 

 

 
 

Dear FMC Family, 

I hope you are doing well in these uncertain times. Life 

has changed drastically since last month, albeit in 

different ways for everyone. It's crazy to think how 

within the last 30 days our whole nation has 

implemented stay-at-home orders. I'm sure you've read 

at least a little about the various ways many lives are 

being affected, but if you haven't heard about life on 

college campuses, I'll share some of the students' 

experiences as well as my own. 

 
Things are happening at universities around the country 

that have never happened before and it's impacted the 
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campus in unique ways. First off, almost all campus life 

has shut down as the classes have all moved to online 

and most of the campus housing has been closed. 

There's a strange summer break feeling except there 

was no finality or closure that a normal end of the year 

would bring. Students are feeling like they've been 

ripped away from friends as their year at IU has 

basically ended. Seniors are feeling even more 

emotional as they never planned or expected their time 

in college to end like this. As you might guess, this poses 

quite a few obstacles for campus ministries that rely on 

meeting with students and group gatherings. However, 

we've been adapting by utilizing technology such as 

Zoom, FaceTime, and Instagram. The picture above is 

from our Core Group meeting this past week. While 

things feel quite different, we are still connecting with 

our students and taking on these new challenges 

together.  I would like to share a short message that I 

pray brings you some comfort. I am aware this disease 

can cause anxiety, suffering, and death, but I can assure 

you there is good news even in the midst of the 

coronavirus. The good news is this, the God of the Bible 

- the "Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the 

beginning and the end" (Rev. 22:13) and the "Sovereign 

Lord, who made the heaven and the earth" (Acts 2:24) - 

"so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 

whoever believes in him should not perish but have 

eternal life" (John 3:16). Eternal life meaning no matter 

what happens to us in this life or in this body, our 

dwelling place for all eternity will be with God. Paul 

says, "For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor 

angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, 

nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in 

all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 

God in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Rom. 8:38-39). For 

believers, He is "our refuge and strength, a very present 

help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear though the 

earth gives way," (Psalm 46:1-2). Even though our world 

seems full of evil, I can completely trust in God and 

believe my Savior when He says, "I give them eternal 

life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch 

them out of my hand" (John 10:28).  I hope you and 

your family stays safe and healthy during this time. I will 

be praying for you and I hope you will join with me in 

praying for the world. Thank you for continuing to pray 

for and support me in this season! May "the peace of 

God, which surpasses all understanding," rest upon you 

and "guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus" 

(Phil. 4:7). 

God Bless You, 

Grant Miller 
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