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BIRTHDAYS 

LIFE @ FIRST 

There are times in most of our lives when we face 
situations that look like insurmountable mountains, or 

times when we are forced to carry burdens that seem too 
heavy for anyone to bear, or we find ourselves in crises 

that are overwhelming.  How does one get through these?  
There are many stories in the Bible where people faced 

circumstances that seemed impossible.  And yet, through 
prayer, they found a victory that once appeared to be 

impossible.  They found God to be 
real, and powerful, and active in 

their lives, a God who came to help 
them.  They found a God who was 

bigger than their obstacles, and 
who worked to give them victory 

where victory was humanly 
impossible.  Through prayer, people 

of faith still find God not only to be 
powerful, but to be at work on their behalf, conquering 

giants and giving victories. 
Related Scriptures:   

Job 42:7-17,  Daniel 6:1-28,    

Matthew 26:36-46 

Worship�

2 Votes will be held Sunday, July 11 on TTim 
Eash as 1/4 time pastor and also on nnew 

Board member nominees (2).  Please come 
prepared to vote on these decisions! 

On�the�Journey��

Sermon Title:   
Victory Through Prayer  

Text:  
Daniel 6:19-23  

Prayer 
For the past several months, we have been studying 
prayer in our sermon series, trying to better understand 
the dynamics of prayer and why it is important for 
Christians to make disciplined prayer a part of their daily 
routine.  Without a doubt, one of the greatest gifts God 
gives to His people is prayer, the right to have the ear of 
the one who created the universe.  It is not that 
nonbelievers don’t have this same privilege, they do.  It’s 
just that they don’t see any value in it, think it’s like 
talking to the air, that it’s wasted time. 

- - continues on page 2 



On�the�Journey�(Cont’d)�

Prayer is a privilege unlike anything else in 
this world, a phenomenal privilege to enter 
an arena with the ruler of the universe, and 
to present our cases.  And the amazing thing 
is that God stops and listens to us… and 
then answers us!  If I had access to the 
White House, the FED, or the United Nations, 
or any of the other great power centers of 
the world, I would have a well-worn path to 
those places to air my opinions.  And yet 
those places are piddly small compared to 
the place God invites us to!  God invites His 
children to enter His throne room, to come 
before His throne, and to come boldly.  Why, 
oh why, are Christians reluctant to pray? 

 
There are many reasons to pray.  I have 
found prayer to be a great stress reliever.  I 
Peter 5:7 reminds us to “cast our cares on 
God, because God cares for us.”  Prayer is 
the channel through which the peace of God 
flows into our hearts.   Prayer is power.  
Many people, especially oppressed people, 
turn to God in prayer because they have no 
other place to find power for their lives.  In 
Acts 12 there is the story of an angel coming 
into prison and leading Peter out of prison as 
the church was praying for him. God 
answered the church’s prayers in a much 
greater way than anyone expected.  The 
church has now tasted the power of God, of 
God working on their behalf, 
and all of a sudden, nothing is 
hopeless anymore.  If God does 
this, what else might God do?  
God has unleashed a power in 
this world, and it so often 
comes through the prayers of 
the church.  
But most of all, prayer is 
relationship.  Prayer is a 
relationship with God in which 
we learn to trust the goodness 
of God, and the wisdom of God, 

and to cast ourselves into the arms of God, 
and there, discover the depths of God’s love 
for us.  The Bible tells us that God loves us, 
but it is in prayer that we feel it. 

 
When I was a small boy, one night I awoke 
just a few hours after going to bed, and I got 
up to use the bathroom.  Very quietly, I came 
out of my room, and there, I heard my mother 
and father praying.  I stopped to listen to what 
they were saying, and they were praying for 
me.  I heard my name!!  That was the night I 
began to suspect that I may be important, not 
only to my parents, but also to God.  That is 
still one of the most powerful moments of my 
life.  We are very fortunate to belong to a 
church that prays for each other.  In recent 
months, I have heard testimony after 
testimony of those who have said they felt the 
arms of the congregation around them as 
they went through some crisis, and the 
prayers of the congregation enabled them to 
face their crisis without fear or anxiety, 
knowing that both God and the church were 
there lifting them up.  In two places the Bible 
tells us that Jesus is in heaven interceding for 
us (Hebrews 7:25, and Romans 8:34).  God 
hears my name, and God hears your name, in 
heaven, and on a regular basis, and God is 
paying attention!  That is no small thing! 



Community�Life�

If you would be 
willing to take a 
meal to Jim & 
Arlene Schrock, 
please call Jim at 
574-370-5795 to 
arrange a time. 

SUNDAY WORSHIP - 9:00 AM 
You can now join in the live stream of 
Sunday sermons by clicking onto You 
Tube, then typing in FMC INDIANA in the 
search box.  We begin at 9:00 AM on 
Sunday mornings, but the livestream 
may not be fully available until 11 AM. 

All newsletter submissions need to be in to the 
church office by noon on Monday, and bulletin 

submissions by 10 am on Tuesday! 

If you have dropped food off for 
someone, your dishes may now be in 

the kitchen—please retrieve them! 

Burial�Aid�

Mark your calendars for the following  
upcoming events! 

 
Garry & Ruth Denlinger, the missionaries we 

support, will be with us for an informal 
session on JJuly 31st & service AAugust 1st . 

Please note—your burial aid dues may now be 
past due.  Second Notices have gone out—
there will be no third notice.  Please bring 
these up to current bby 7/10/2021 to avoid 
being removed from this program. 

Over the past few years, I have been greatly 
blessed by many people in this church,  
Many of you do not know this about me, but 
I am a hobbyist weaver.  I began this after 
my husband died, and it’s something I do 
because it brings me joy and healing, 
anyone else who creates things will 
understand this, I’m sure!!  I have been 
blessed with MANY yards / pounds of super 
cheap and free materials, saved from the 
landfill, to make rugs (with a factory & a lady 
begging me to take more)!  To give back to 
this wonderful community, I would very 
much like to sit down with anyone who 
would like to try weaving, and show you how 
to do a very simple method of rug/mat 
making while we visit, so I can learn a bit 
more about you!  I have worked with 
children, physically and mentally challenged 
individuals using this particular method, so 
believe me when I say, ANYONE can do this!   
I will bring the looms, and the supplies, you 
just bring yourself, and anything you might 
want to drink or munch on.  I’ll meet you at 
the church and we’ll weave for an afternoon 
or evening (or two), and you’ll take home a 
rug you made as a gift from me!  Let me 
know if your interested!!  ~ Betty Lou Kline 

Giving�back�



Stewardship Report for  
July 4, 2021: 
 
Money Given to Budget   $$ 19,561.72 
 
Amount Needed Weekly for Budget    
$ 5,417.78 
 
 
Year To Date Money Given to Budget   
 $$ 223,511.47 
 
Amount Needed Year-to-Date for Budget   
$ 238,322.27 

Administration�

FMC Sewing August Project is  
MCC School Kits! 

 
Spiral or Perforated Page Notebooks 

Unsharpened Pencils 
Ruler—must indicate 30 cm 

12 colored Pencils (in packaging) 
Large Eraser 

New Black or Blue Ballpoint Pens 
Small Metal Pencil Sharpeners  

- (one or two holes) 
 

Please put your items in the tote by August 12 

Outreach�

This week we have a happy 
traveler!  This person has been 
in all 50 states; visited 5 
different continents; and speaks 
2 languages.  While appreciating 
travel, it’s always good to come 
home to their home of 49 years, 
and church where they’ve 
attended since 1941!  They have lived in 
three houses on the same street, loves to 
read biographies, and is peeved by people 
who waste water.  Blue is their favorite color, 
and in pictures you’ll usually find them in the 
front row.   

Email your guesses to me at 
info@firstmennonite.net with 
“WHO AM I” as the subject or 
drop your guesses in the church 
mailbox or mail them in — it will 
be fun to keep track of who 
knows (or guesses) the people 
of FMC best!   

Last Week’s Who Am I person was TTom 
Miller!  Tom stumped everyone, that’s three 
weeks in a row!  Did you learn anything 
about Tom that you didn’t know?  I did! HIDE 
YOUR MAILBOXES!! 

This will be our final Who Am I if no one else turns in anything! 

If you MUST lower the temperature in the
fellowship hall, PLEASE make sure the two sides
are balanced when you leave, or AT LEAST pull
the curtains! One side on 70 and the other on 85
will cause undue stress, and possible mechanical

issues, to the lower temperature unit.


