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BIRTHDAYS 

LIFE @ FIRST 

Garry and Ruth Denlinger, the missionary couple we support 
in Israel, will be with us July 31 and August 1 to share about 
their work, and what God is doing through their ministry.  We 

are planning an informal gathering 
with dessert and coffee on 
Saturday, July 31 beginning at 6:00 
PM.  This is a good time to ask 
questions and to get better 
acquainted with the Denlingers and 
to learn about what our Mission 
investment is doing to bring the 

Gospel  into the place where it all started.  The Denlingers 
will be with us Sunday morning also, and will be in charge of 
the sermon time.  

Worship 

Sermon Title:   
“The ‘Other’ Spiritual 

Warfare”  
Text:  

Revelation 12:1-17  

“The ‘Holy Land’ is not primarily where Jesus once 
walked, it is where He is walking today,  not where 

Jesus once bled, but where He is bleeding today, 
not where Jesus once rose from the dead, but 

where He is coming alive today!”   ~  Frank Epp 
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Stewardship Report for  
July 25, 2021: 
 
Money Given to Budget   $$ 8,160.00 
 
Amount Needed Weekly for Budget    
$ 5,417.78 
 
 
Year To Date Money Given to Budget   
 $$ 242,325.47 
 
Amount Needed Year-to-Date for Budget   
$ 254,575.61 

Administration 

FMC Sewing August Project is  
MCC School Kits! 

 
To make a complete kit: 

4 Spiral or Perforated Page Notebooks  
(8.5 in x 10.5 in and 70 sheets) 

8 New Unsharpened Pencils 
1 Flat Ruler—must indicate 30 cm 
12 colored Pencils (in packaging) 

1 Large Eraser 
2 New Black or Blue Ballpoint Pens 

1 Small Metal Pencil Sharpeners  
- (one or two holes) 

 
Please put your items in the tote by August 12 

Outreach 

July 22, 2021 

 

As we move through 2021, we are 
reminded of how fortunate and blessed we 
are to have survived COVID-19 and 2020.  
Many of us continue to experience 
lingering physical affects and grief over 
things that happened. 
As we move forward to a new normal, we 
wanted to give a few reminders about 
communication with the church office.  
Betty Lou is still fairly new to us and not as 
familiar with many long-term procedures/
Expectations that we may view as routine. 
If you have a request or information that 
you’d like from the office, please contact 
Betty Lou directly through a telephone call 
or email.  If there is an annual renewal or 
review that needs to be done, please 
remind Betty Lou through direct 
communication.  She is in the church office 
every Monday and Tuesday.  Her email is 
info@firstmennonite.net 
Thank you for your consideration. 

Administration Commission 

The Administration Commission met in July 
and heard our average attendance in two 
Sundays was 80, with a high attendance of 
108 last Sunday.  We are behind budget by 
$15,000.  We were given permission to begin 
renovations in the women’s bathroom, so we 
are seeking two bids.  The sidewalk in front of 
the church has been repaired.  The cross at 
CR 16 will be taken down soon to make way 
for the awning.  We approved a budget for 
next year and worked more on revisions to our 
Endowment Fund guidelines for easier use of 
it.  

Administration 

Community Prayer Event 

August 8th 5 pm 
Join others in prayer  

for the upcoming school year 



Community Life 

If you would be 
willing to take a 
meal to Jim & 
Arlene Schrock, 
please call Jim at 
574-370-5795 to 
arrange a time. 

As we wind down on people wishing to tell 
their stories for “Who Am I?”, I was trying to 
think of something else to add an element of 
personal interest to the newsletter.  This 
doesn’t need to replace the Who Am I? if 
people still want to submit their bios, but just 
something else for you to read about people 
in our congregation!   
Our last Women’s Retreat (2020—but doesn’t 
it seem a lot longer ago?) we learned about 
ways God touches us in our everyday lives, as 
written in a book When God Winks by Squire 
Rushnell.  I think we’ll call ours  “Twinkles”, 
because you know how some people get bent 
out of shape about a thing called copyright!  
Would anyone like to share a “Twinkle” where 
you just knew God was there with you in a 
specific moment?  No guessing involved in 
this one, you can share your name, or choose 
to remain completely anonymous if it’s just 
that personal for you.  Write your story, or 
workout a time where you can tell it to me and 
I will write it for you.  It might be 2 sentences, 
it might be a page—it’s just a way to affirm to 
others that God is at work in our 
congregation, not just when there’s a need 
we’re praying about together, but even while 
you’re mowing  the yard or driving down the 
road.  I have one from last week that inspired 
this, but I don’t want to always be first! 

In addition to the 
August 9th date on the 
calendar, Betty Lou 
will also be out of the 
office on August 2nd.  
Shirley will be here 

doing some of the usual Monday work, but 
probably not the full 9 hours from 8a-5p.  
Please plan accordingly and if you need to 
speak with Betty Lou specifically, just come in 
on Tuesday! 

There was an image of something that 
appeared in some form on all but 2 or 3 
slides on the TV in the Lobby.  Did you 
happen to notice what it was?  I’m trying to 
add interesting content to this, such as 
birthdays and other content that you might 
be interested in.  What would YOU like to see 
up there?  What was the mystery element? 

What are you Missing? 

Out of Office 

Along the same vein as “Twinkles”, have you 
felt the urge to share your testimony with the 
church, but standing up in front of everyone 
with a microphone in your hand is not how 
you can best share deeply from your heart?  
Is writing your comfort zone?  Why not share 
your testimony with us here in Life @ First?!  
What made you the person we know today? 



Yet one more submission came in so we’re still going... 

I was born at a very early age.
AND…I’ve been everywhere, man. I’ve breathed the mountain air,
man. From the gulf coast, to Grand Canyon, to the mountains white
with snow. God bless America, my home sweet home!
My childhood was blessed with three siblings; we went to church
every weekend, and in between. Cousins played a big part in my
growing up. Some lived within driving distance, others — not so close. I always looked forward to
the smells of school star ng “in September “. You know — new crayons, pencils being sharpened,
and the piece of oil cloth that was supposed to protect my desk top from my lunch.
I am the parent of four children, and the grandparent of four grandchildren. My family is sca ered
across the na on.
Who am I? Email your guesses to me at info@ rstmennonite.net with “WHO AM I” as the subject
or drop your guesses in the church mailbox or mail them in — it will be fun to keep track of who
knows (or guesses) the people of FMC best!
Last Week’s Who Am I person was RRobin Tahara Miller!  Robin has also stumped everyone,   
Did you learn anything about Robin that you didn’t know?   

If you received a reminder to return a 
missing library book, please continue to look 
for it!  Please place any items you return on 
the side table beside the typewriter so that 
we can mark it off the missing list!  If you are 
100% certain it is lost forever, please let 
Kathy Troyer know either in person or with a 
note so that we can take it off the list. 

Church Library 

The Preschool phone number is changing.  If 
you need to reach Rachel, Heather or Sheryl  
at Pleasant Oaks Preschool for any reason, 
the new number is 574-202-4997!  Please 
make a note of it! 

Preschool 
SUNDAY WORSHIP - 9:00 AM 
You can now join in the live stream of 
Sunday sermons by clicking onto You 
Tube, then typing in FMC INDIANA in the 
search box.  We begin at 9:00 AM on 
Sunday mornings, but the livestream 
may not be fully available until 11 AM. 

All newsletter submissions need to be in to the 
church office by noon on Monday, and bulletin 

submissions by 10 am on Tuesday! 


