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Please don’t be put off by this strange title for a sermon.
It simply is the reference for the story we are going to look
at on Sunday. One of the stories we probably all are
familiar with is the one where a paralytic’s friends took
him to Jesus, but they could not get near to Jesus because
the house was full where Jesus was ministering. So, they
climbed onto the roof and removed part of the roof and let
their friend down through the opening in the roof so Jesus
could heal him. I remember that story because I have
seen numerous pictures in Children’s Bibles and in Bible
School books, and those pictures stuck like glue in my
mind. The pictures always showed the paralytic’s friends
dismantling the roof and letting their friend down
through the opening, but I don’t remember any of them
showing the reaction
of the owner of the
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house seeing his
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roof being
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dismantling. I
always wondered
what his reaction was, and if the friends repaired the roof
after the healing of the paralytic, and if the paralytic
climbed up on the roof to help with the repairs. Of course,
those are details which are not important to the story, but
they do arouse a bit of curiosity. But perhaps, if they were
included in the story, they would distract from the
important message of the story.
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Sunday Worship - 9:00 am Sunday School 10:15 am
Worship Leader - Jim Pletcher
Music - Worship Team
You can now join in the live stream of Sunday sermons by
clicking onto You Tube, then typing in FMC INDIANA in the
search box. We begin at 9:00 am on Sunday mornings, but the
livestream may not be fully available until 11 am.

Pastor Phil
Tuesday 9:30a—1:30p
Thursday 1:00p—6:00p
Pastor Tim
by appointment
Business Office
Monday and Tuesday
8:00a—5:00p
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Outreach

Administration

FMW Sewing November Project is to
support CAM with Cozy Comforters

Stewardship Report for
October 9, 2022:

People in needy countries who
experience cold winters appreciate thick
comforters to keep them warm. A
comforter can also be a soft mat for
people in Liberia and Nicaragua who
don’t have a bed to sleep on. You can
bless a needy family by making a
lightweight or heavy comforter in any
size.

Money Given to Budget $ 3,360.00

The FMC Fall Retreat @ The
Farmstead Inn & Conference Center is
on the horizon. We have reserved a block
of rooms at the Inn for members that
would like to stay overnight. The Inn is
asking for each of us to reserve our
rooms before the end of September. So,
if you are planning to stay, please call the
Farmstead Inn at (260) 768-4595, and
let them know that you are with the First
Mennonite Fall Retreat the weekend of
Nov. 4 through Nov. 6 and reserve your
room for the night(s) you wish to stay.

Publishing deadlines!!
All newsletter submissions need to be in
to the church office by 12 noon on
Monday, bulletin submissions are due by
10 am on Tuesday!
I’m generally pretty prompt about having
everything ready to go Tuesday mornings!
Don’t miss getting your items published in
the newsletter or bulletin.

Amount Needed Weekly for Budget
$ 5,992.95
Year-to-Date Money Given to Budget
$ 28,358.00
Amount Needed Year-to-Date for Budget
$ 41,950.89

Reminder that the fellowship hall will be
closed 10/31 to 11/4 while crews remove
and replace the carpeting. Please plan to
enter the church through the side doors,
under the canopies, during this
renovation for your safety!
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In this story, the obvious point is the paralytic being carried to Jesus for healing, and
Jesus healing him. But even though that is the obvious point, that may not be what
Luke wants us to see in the story. There are a few other very significant points to be
drawn from the story as well, which may be more important than the obvious one
about healing. Jesus’ initial response to the paralytic, “Your sins are forgiven”
indicates that for Jesus, restoring one’s relationship with God is of greater urgency
than physical healing, healing the paralytic’s soul seems to be more important to Jesus
than healing the body. Of course, Jesus did not forget about healing his body too. It is
clear from this story that Jesus cares about healing the whole person, not only about
physical healing. And the good news is that Jesus has power to heal the whole person!
In declaring to the man that his sins were forgiven, Jesus was also making a statement
about who He is and of His mission on earth. The Jews were longing for their
Messiah, but they did not believe that the Messiah would have authority to forgive
sins. That was reserved for God alone. It became clear early on in Jesus’ ministry that
Jesus is not the kind of Messiah the Jews had envisioned, nor was Jesus merely some
miracle healer, he has authority to forgive sins, authority which only God has. Who is
this man who heals incurable diseases and forgives sins?

