
First Mennonite Church  
PO Box 508  

Middlebury IN  46540  
574-825-5135  

Our mission is to extend grace, 
build peace, and share love 

within & beyond our faith 
community  

Worship  Service  
Sunday 9:00 am 

Sunday School 10:15 am  
 

Office Hours 
 

Pastor Phil 
Tuesday 9:30a—1:30p 

Thursday 1:00p—6:00p 

Pastor Tim 
Wednesday 2:00p—6:00p 

Business Office 
Monday and Tuesday 

8:00a—5:00p 

Judy Oesch 5/11 

Shirley Riegsecker 5/16 

Patti Miller 5/17 

Ruby Yoder 5/17 

Ron Rheinheimer 5/22 

Tom Bontreger 5/24 

Verna Weirich 5/24 

Dave Graber 5/31 

Janelle Walther 5/31 

Leonard Miller 6/6 

Elnora Yoder 6/10 

Kathy Troyer 6/12 

Viv Schlabach 6/13 

Grant Miller 6/19 

BIRTHDAYS 

V  15  
I  18  

 
M  10,  2022 

LIFE @ FIRST 

SUNDAY WORSHIP - 9:00 AM   
Worship Leader -  Sonya Miller        Music - Tom Miller 
You can now join in the live stream of Sunday sermons by 
clicking onto You Tube, then typing in FMC INDIANA in the 
search box.  We begin at 9:00 AM on Sunday mornings, but 
the livestream may not be fully available until 11 AM. 

Worship Preview 

We lament, we shake our heads, we cry 
over the horrible sins in our world, don’t we?  
Putin’s war in Ukraine, mass shootings, murder, 
robbery, abuse of children, the deception and lies 
of those who ring our phones almost constantly 
and try to scam us out of what we have managed to 
save over the years.  This stuff breaks our hearts, 
and even makes us angry.  We are greatly troubled 
by the grotesque sins in our world.  We struggle to 
imagine how anybody could be so evil, and we 
wonder how long the world can continue with all 
the evil in the world today.  Surely, their day is 
coming!  God will judge them!  God must judge 
them for the evil they bring into the world and for 
the pain they cause and the destruction they are 
doing in the world.   

I have noticed something.  
I don’t seem to be 
nearly as troubled by 
my own tiny little sins 
as I am with the BIG 
sins of others.  My little 

errors don’t really seem 
to amount to much.  I barely notice them, and I 
sure hope nobody else notices them.  I, for the 
most part, have a good reputation.  And I remind 
myself that I am a pretty good fellow.  I do a lot of 
good in this world.  Just ask my mother.  I make 
sure I don’t hurt anybody else.  I would never 
murder anybody, or rob a bank, or abuse a child, or 
rape anybody.  And the good I do certainly 
outweigh the little missteps I happen to make along 
the way.   So, what hurts if I tell a little “white” lie to 
save myself some trouble, or if I cheat a little to get 

(Continued on page 3) 

Sermon Title:   
The Problem With Sin  

Sermon Text:  Mark 7:14-23  
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Publishing deadlines!! 
All newsletter submissions need to be in to 
the church office by 12 noon on Monday,  
Bulletin submissions are due by 10 am on 

Tuesday! 
I’m generally pretty prompt about having 
everything ready to go Tuesday mornings!  

Don’t miss getting your items published in the 
newsletter or bulletin. 

FMW Sewing June Project is for 
MCC Sewing Kits 

 
**New Items Only Please** 

3 spools white thread—all purpose, 
cotton/poly or 100% polyester 250 yds 
3 spools black thread—all purpose, 

cotton/poly or 100% polyester 250 yds 
1 metric fabric tape measure—plastic 
or fiberglass, 150cm, inches optional 

1 thimble—metal, medium sized 
1 dressmaker shears—good quality  
1 pkg needles—min 25 astd sizes 

1 pkg straight pins—min 80; round 
plastic heads preferred 

Shirt style buttons—12 black or white, 
size 1/2 -1 inch—place loose buttons in 

resealable bag 
Sew on snaps—min 20; astd sizes 

Safety pins—min 10; astd sizes 
 

Please put your donation items in the 
collection box by June 9th. 

Stewardship Report for  
May 8, 2022: 
 
Money Given to Budget    
$ 4,298.00 
 
Amount Needed Weekly for Budget    
$ 5,047.52 
 
Year-to-Date Money Given to Budget   
$ 170,938.44  
 
Amount Needed Year-to-Date for 
Budget  $ 181,711.02 

Outreach Administration 

Phone Directory 

The Board has asked me to 
put out a new telephone 
directory.  Please check the 
purple directory you received in the 
mail early last year.  If everything is 
the same, nothing further is needed.  
Did you drop a landline, add or change 
a cell phone number, or do you just 
want something changed, please 
email, call, or drop a note in the office 
dropbox beside my window with your 
updated information by May 23rd! 

“Do not envy a sinner.  You 
do not know what disaster 

is awaiting them.”      
- Sirach 9:11 	



Temporary Change of 
Office Hours 
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Looking ahead... 

June 13 to 17 the church business 
office will be open different hours—
but it’s JUST for that week, then 
we’re back to Mondays & Tuesdays! 

Monday 6/13 9:30a to 3p 
Tuesday 6/14 9:30a to 3p 
Wednesday—closed 
Thursday 6/16 11a—3p 
Friday 6/17 9:30a—2:30p 

Spring Business Meeting 
May 18 2022 

Reminder that the Spring Business 
meeting is Wednesday May 18th.  
There will be a meal at 6p, followed 
by the business meeting at 7p. 

Packages 

Please remember to check the coat 
racks from time to time.  Several 
people have had special things 
dropped off for them from time to 
time, but yet they sit here unclaimed 
for weeks!  We’ve even tried moving 
them around so they’ll be seen, and 
yet they are still here!!  Is someone 
trying to spread a little love on you?? 

Worship Preview 

what I should be entitled to, or entertain 
thoughts of revenge when I have been 
slighted.  Those feel so good, you know!  
And besides, nobody knows what I am 
thinking, do they?  I have gotten pretty 
good at hiding my little sins! 

In Jesus’ story of “the sheep and the 
goats” in Matthew 25, the sins that 
condemned the goats to their eternal 
doom were not terrorism, murder, rape, 
or injustice, the sins that our culture 
amplifies today.  They were for the most 
part sins of blindness to the needs of 
others, not seeing the hungry, or the 
thirsty, or the poor, or the sick and 
lonely among us.  We rarely think of 
these as sin, do we?  We quickly pass 
over these because, well, we just didn’t 
happen to notice them.  We justify not 
seeing these because we are busy.  But 
to Jesus, these were very critical sins, 
perhaps even more critical than murder 
or theft, for the very reason that they 
are so easily overlooked and not 
generally considered as sins.  

From God’s perspective, the problem 
with sin, big sins and little sins, my sins 
and other’s sins, sins of commission 
and sins of omission, is that ALL sin 
adds to the contamination of God’s 
good creation.  All sin is “anti-God.”  All 
sin is repulsive to God, and all sin drives 
us further away from communion with 
God and from what God is trying to 
make us into. 

Related Scriptures:  Matthew 25:31-46, 
James 4:17, Galatians 5:19-21, I 
Corinthians 6:9-11, Romans 1:18-32, 
Proverbs 6:16-19, Romans 5:12-15. 

(Continued from page 1) 


