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On The Journey

J uly 5, 2022

LMC
On June 21, 2019, First Mennonite
Church of Middlebury began affiliating
with LMC as our church conference. At
that time, not only were we as a
congregation in transition, but LMC was
in a transitional process itself. In 2006,
Lancaster Mennonite Conference joined
the recently formed Mennonite Church USA, but
because of polity issues, LMC began to disassociate
from MCUSA in 2017.
One of the issues we discussed before joining LMC
was that the headquarters of LMC are in Lancaster,
Pennsylvania, and we are in Middlebury, Indiana, a
distance of more than 600 miles. And this could
potentially pose communication issues, and feeling
that we are far from the home and resources of the
conference. Another issue that has arisen is that
different church conferences are structured
differently and operate differently. And it is taking
some time and diligence for us to learn to function
well in a new structure. We at First Mennonite are still
learning how we fit into LMC’s structure. But we are
learning! One of the things I hear occasionally as
pastor is that we don’t really know much about LMC,
and because of that, we don’t feel a strong connection
to LMC. As a pastor, I do feel connected. But then, I
have the advantage of attending monthly meetings
with our Bishop and district churches, and I attend
conference level meetings for pastors. But I do hear
the disconnect from some in the congregation. And I
want you to know that we are working on that.
(Continued on page 4)

SUNDAY WORSHIP - 9:00 AM
Worship Leader - Phil Yoder
Music - Worship Team
You can now join in the live stream of Sunday sermons by
clicking onto You Tube, then typing in FMC INDIANA in the
search box. We begin at 9:00 AM on Sunday mornings, but
the livestream may not be fully available until 11 AM.
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First Mennonite Church
PO Box 508
Middlebury IN 46540
574-825-5135
Our mission is to extend grace,
build peace, and share love within
& beyond our faith community
Worship Service
Sunday 9:00 am
Sunday School 10:15 am
Office Hours
Pastor Phil
Tuesday 9:30a—1:30p
Thursday 1:00p—6:00p
Pastor Tim
Wednesday 2:00p—6:00p
Business Office
Monday and Tuesday
8:00a—5:00p
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Outreach

Administration

FMW Sewing July Project is for
Spa Ministries
Vinegar ~ 409 Cleaner
Air Freshener ~ Kleenex
Saran Wrap ~ Gallon Ziploc bags
Ibuprofen (Advil)
Acetaminophen (Tylenol)
Pepto Bismal ~ Body Wash
Please put your donation items in the
collection box by July 14th. Carrie
Zickerfoose will be at the July Meeting to
share about the SPA program!

Stewardship Report for
July 3, 2022:
Money Given to Budget
$ 4,315.00
Amount Needed Weekly for Budget
$ 5,047.52
Year-to-Date Money Given to Budget
$ 203,183.44
Amount Needed Year-to-Date for Budget
$ 222,091.18

New Address!
Fannie Hochstetler
1225 Greencroft Dr, Cove 605
Goshen IN 46526

July 6 @ 6:30p
Outreach
Commission Meets

July 7 @ 3p
Elders Meet
July 7 @ 6:30p Board
Meets

Publishing deadlines!!
All newsletter submissions need to be in to
the church office by 12 noon on Monday,
Bulletin submissions are due by 10 am on
Tuesday!
I’m generally pretty prompt about having
everything ready to go Tuesday mornings!
Don’t miss getting your items published in
the newsletter or bulletin.
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Worship Preview
church and through the church is that
Ephesians tells us of several mysteries
all of this is temporary. In the future,
that are revealed to and through the
in the fullness of time, all things will
church. The first of these is in Ephesians
be brought under the lordship of
1:10. The mystery is that in the fullness
Jesus. And the church is now
of time, meaning at God’s
called to be a witness and a
appointed time, all things,
Sermon
Title:
prophetic sign in the world,
in heaven and on earth,
God’s Bottom Line
which is still dominated by
spiritual and material,
fear and unbelief, that Jesus
seen and unseen, will be
Sermon Text:
is LORD! As the church
brought under Christ,
Ephesians 1:10
submits to the lordship of
and He will reign over all
Jesus, and as the church brings
of creation. The world
its own house under the lordship of
doesn’t see it, and there is not much in
Jesus, it is a prophetic sign to the
the world that would indicate it now. But
world of what is coming! It is hard to
the world has a very bright future,
imagine a greater mission than what
because the One who first created it, will
the church has been tasked with
gather it once again under His Lordship
today, which is to be a visible sign
and reign. The world is in terrible
that Jesus is Lord in a pagan world of
disarray today and appears to be on a
unbelief and self-worship. The notcourse of self-destruction. People ignore
so-subversive message of Easter, for
God, have little regard for righteousness,
those who have ears to hear it, and
can’t discern what is truth, are clueless
which continues to reverberate
as to what has real value, and some even
through all time and creation for all
actively oppose God. Evil seems to rule
who are listening, is that God, not
the day, peace is illusive, and the world
Satan, will have the last word. And
seems to be getting worse. Satan
the last word will be that “Jesus is
appears to be firmly in control of the
Lord!”
world and is having his way with it.
But the great secret revealed to the

Due to the
Holiday
LNI

WORSHIP COMMISSION

Friday 7/8 6:30p

Monday 7/11 7p

P age 4

July 10 Our Bishop John Nissley will be with
us during the Worship and Sunday
School hours

On the Journey (cont’d)
(Continued from page 1)

I have scheduled two opportunities for us as a congregation to meet Conference
leaders, and hopefully through these meetings, we will get a much clearer vision
of the conference, the priorities, and the direction the conference is going in. On
Sunday, July 10, our Bishop John Nissley will be with us. He will preach for us, and
we will use the Sunday School hour for an informal Q&A time to learn more about
LMC. And then on Saturday Evening, September 17, and Sunday Morning
September 18, LMC Conference Moderator, Keith Weaver will be here at First
Mennonite. This is intended to be a time of learning and connecting, and for Keith
to inform us of the priorities and direction of LMC. PLEASE, mark your calendar
now, and plan to be present for both of these weekends. We are also inviting
other LMC churches in our district to join us on Saturday evening September 17,
so we can become better acquainted with them.
This is why I am very excited to be part of LMC. While going through a bit of an
identity crisis after disassociating with MCUSA, LMC has chosen to go back to our
roots as Anabaptists, and just as they did, to look to the Book of Acts as a model
of how to be church, and what the church should be focusing on. And this is what
they have identified, (1) to declare that Jesus is Lord, to create a culture and
vision that focuses on the life and teachings of Jesus, and to make Jesus the
central focus of our lives. (2) To self-identify as a movement led by the Holy Spirit
rather than identify with some form of cultural Christendom, to pay attention to
how the Holy Spirit equips the church for ministry now, and to follow the leading
of the Holy Spirit, discerning the Spirit’s leading through prayer and Bible Study,
and (3) to make the Great Commission our vocation, to be primarily about making
disciples of Jesus both at home and abroad. LMC is striving to be a church body
that is driven not by cultural issues or political ideology, but by God’s Spirit and a
vision of God’s Kingdom becoming a reality in our very presence. These are the
priorities of LMC and the direction of the conference going forward. We are
encouraged to focus our vision and energies on being a movement to Jesus, to
disengage from partisan politics, following cultural trends, and other distractions
which would lead us away from our vocation to be and to make disciples of Jesus,
and to bring God’s Kingdom into the world. It seems to me that this is what the
church should always be about!

