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Signs are so helpful, are they not?  And more than that, signs are 
necessary.  If we are traveling, or if we are in a place we have never 
been before, or if we come to a crossroad and don’t know which 
way to go, signs are essential.  Signs indicate what we can expect to 
find if we continue on a particular way.   Signs are not only useful 
for when we travel, but signs are all around us, and they indicate 
many things.  A fever is a sign of infection or that something is 
wrong in our bodies.  Robins returning after a long absence in 

winter is a sign that spring isn’t far 
away.  Leaves changing color in 
the Fall is a sign that summer is 
over, and we better prepare for 
winter.  Signs warn, signs guide, 

signs give clarity, signs help us 
navigate life.  Put simply, Signs 

make life possible.  Without signs, we would be lost most of the 
time. 

Early on, in the Bible, God set out to form a  people of faith, to 
teach them faith and teach them to live by faith.  Faith itself is a 
sign.  It is a sign that we trust God, that we have learned to see 
beyond what is immediately visible, and that we live by God’s 
Word, not by appearances.  Faith has always been key to both 
understanding the Bible, and to pleasing God.  Their lack of faith is 
in large degree why the Religious Leaders didn’t understand Jesus, 
they didn’t see who He was.   

When Jesus was crucified, this world entered uncharted waters.  
Jesus was placed in a tomb, a sign that God was not welcomed in 
the world He created.  Jesus died, and the world suddenly seemed to 
be upside down.  Evil seemed stronger than good, Satan looked to 
be in control of the world.  It appeared as though the mockers were 
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The greatest tragedy in life is not what we suffer in 
life, it is what we miss. ~Archbishop Fulton Sheen 
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Stewardship Report  
 
Money Given to Budget   
$ 2,595.00 
 

Amount Needed 
Weekly for Budget   
$  5,047.52  

for March 5 2023 
 
YTD Money Given to 
Budget  $  130,517.26  
 

Amount Needed Year to 
Date for Budget   
$  141,330.57 

Outreach 

Administration 

Preschool 

FMW Sewing next project is for  
Christian Aid Ministries 

Boy’s Packs (ages 5-12) 

1 notepad (5” X 7”) 
1 pencil 

1 pen 
3 tennis balls (no sponge balls) 

1 comb 
1 Matchbox sized car or truck 

Please avoid things that look strange or 
unrealistic, items with TV, occult, military, 

sports or cartoon characters.  While we want to 
promote God’s word, no scripture verses 

please.  These packs are sometimes distributed 
in security-sensitive locations. 

Please place your items in the tote in the lobby 
by April 13th. 

Administration 

 The Administration Commission met in March. 
Our average quarterly attendance is 79 and we are 
behind budget $7,500. Installation for the carpet 
on the landing and stairs will be March 14 & 15; 
the foyer and hallway on March 20 & 22. The 
mailbox on the church property is installed and 
active. We noted the new bathroom door will be a 
regular size. We will ask our contractors to make 
the sink handicap accessible in our 
Family/Handicap bathroom. Ron reported there 
will be a price increase from Mater Landscaping 
and possibly our snow plower. Since the middle 
cold air return register leaked during the last 
heavy storm, Kerry offered to install a tray that 
will hang below it to catch future leaks.  

Pleasant Oaks Preschool has an opportunity for 
you with their Spring Fundraiser!  We’re 
taking orders for Shirley’s Gourmet Popcorn 
until March 22.  Orders will be delivered the 
last week of April.  With your order, you’ll 
help preschool pay for their last new piece of 
playground equipment.  Orders can be placed 
on the form located on the bulletin board.  We 
appreciate your support!  

The Preschool Board met in March.  Pre-
registration numbers for next year are 6 in POPS 
and 17 in KPREP.  March 16 are Parent/Teacher 
conferences.  We still need volunteers to 
represent a country to our KPREP students for 
“Around the World” in March.  We are getting 
ready to take orders for our Spring fundraiser 
from Shirley’s Gourmet Popcorn.  The Spring 
Carnival is coming together for Sunday, April 
30.  

Preschool 
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LENT  -  2023  “Revealed Secrets in the Passion of Jesus” 
 
March 19 –  “The Three Signs at Jesus’ Death”   Matthew 27:45-54 

Natural, Spiritual, Cosmic) 

March 26 –  “Jesus’ Three Trips into Jerusalem”  Luke 19:28-48, 22:7-20 

April 2 (PALM SUNDAY) 

April 6 (MAUNDY THURSDAY) – “The Three Sacraments”  Matthew 26:26-29, John 13:1-17 

April 9 (EASTER) – “Jesus’ Three Days in a Tomb” Matthew 27:57-28:6 

April 16 – “Three Appearances of Jesus on Easter”     Luke 24:13-49, John 20:10-18 

April 23 – “The Three Phases of the Human Body”  Luke 24:1-6, I Corinthians 15:1-57 

April 30 – “The Three Phases of God’s Salvation”  Genesis 12:1-3, Revelation 19:9, 21:1-8 

Worship  Preview cont’d 

right, as though the love of power was greater 
than the power of love.  It appeared as though 
love, and faith, and hope were weak, and really 
were non-effective in the world of evil.  It 
appeared as though Jesus’ ways of suffering 
love and servanthood could not endure the 
forces of Satan and the tyranny of evil.  And on 
that day, darkness overtook the light.  The day 
Jesus died, the world turned dark in the middle 
of the day.   

But Matthew tells us that when Jesus died, 
there were three great signs that immediately 
appeared.  These signs would give people hope 
during those dark days when Jesus lay in a 
tomb, signs that pointed people of faith toward 
a new world, signs that would guide them to a 
world that would soon be led by the One who 
was crucified, then placed in a cold, dark, tomb 
on Good Friday, but who would soon emerge, 
having conquered death and evil.  

A torn curtain, an earthquake, and dead saints 
rising to life again, were not seen as signs to a 
world without faith.  They were more of a 
nuisance than anything else.  But to those who 
had learned to see through the eyes of faith, 
they were signs, signs that point to a new world 
beginning to take shape.  Look carefully, and 

you will see signs of God on the move, signs of 
a new world order, signs of a new creation!  
And the enthusiasm of those who have learned 
to see through eyes of faith, could not, and still 
cannot, be contained! 

Carpet is coming 
up this morning! 

Painting has 
started today! 


